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Whether you live i n f A K O R A D I 

or 
Whether you live in the U.S.A., China, Belgium, Africa, Europe 01 
anywhere in the world, the Allard is the ideal car because it offers 
combination of features which make it suitable for use under any condi 
tions. These include a reliable large capacity multi-cylinder engine, capabk 
of many thousands of miles, without attention, and 9-i in. ground clearance ; 
strong but lightweight chassis, independent front suspension, excellent 
roadholding and streamlining ; first-class workmanship, excellent body 
work, powerful brakes, comfortable seating and exceptional safety. In 
fact, no other car in the world combines to the same degree the Allard's 
vivid acceleration, superb roadholding, powerful braking and unfailing 
reliability with world-wide service for its Ford engine and gearbox 

A L L A R D 
A L L A R D M O T O R Co. Ltd., 24/28 H I G H ST. , C L A P H A M , S.W.4 Tel: MACAULAY 848] 
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H U T C H I N S O N ' S M O T O R M A G A Z I N E 

TO 
OUR READERS 

OVERSEAS 

W I T H T H E P U B L I C A T I O N of this number, Hutchinson's 
M o t o r M a g a z i n e will come into the hands of an audience 
far larger than that intended when the journal was 
founded to serve the British motorist and to deal with 
the British car. Our times have many paradoxes, and 
it is now true that the British motorist can best be served 
by sending out of his reach every British car that can 
be spared. For until the Government are satisfied with 
the industry's export figures there is little hope of either 
cars or petrol coming the way of the motorist at home. 
Consequently, this magazine now undertakes a twofold 
task: to serve the British motorist until better times 
come, and to do all in its power to support the British 
car industry in the immediate task of winning and hold
ing a greater share in the world market than was ever 
attempted before the war. 

TO T H I S E N D , it is our good fortune to be part of 
the Hutchinson Organization, for so long the biggest 
exporters of British books, and a new scheme has 
made it possible for this magazine to be distributed by 
Hutchinson offices and agencies in no fewer than thirty-
eight countries. Thus we take now the opportunity of 
sending warm greetings from Britain to new readers in 
every part of the world. 

THEY W I L L S E E that much of this special number has 
been taken up by the story of British car exports. It 
is not the complete story, for that would levy an exces
sive demand in days of rationed newsprint; but there is 
enough to show what has already been achieved abroad 
by the British car and to indicate the triumphant spirit 
of one branch of British industry. 
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British Cars and Exports 
By R. GRESHAM COOKE 

Director of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 

BE F O R E the war about 20 per cent of the produc
tion of the British motor industry was exported. 

Now that this country has to buy its food and basic 
materials by means of manufactured goods instead 
of interest on loans and the sale of coal, the motor 
industry has jumped into prominence as being one 
of the industries that can most readily switch its 
production to export. 

IN P O I N T o f f a c t , i t i s n o w a m o n g 
t h e f i r s t t h r e e i n d u s t r i e s t o h a v e 

m a d e t h e g r e a t e s t s w i t c h - o v e r f r o m 
h o m e t o e x p o r t s a l e s s i n c e 1 9 3 8 . 

I n p o u n d s s t e r l i n g , w e h a v e 
i n c r e a s e d o u r a n n u a l e x p o r t r a t e b y 
4 4 0 p e r c e n t a s c o m p a r e d w i t h 
1 9 3 8 . T h e e f f o r t s o f t h e i n d u s t r y 
a r e s u c h t h a t i t s p r o d u c t s , b r i n g i n g 
i n o v e r t w o m i l l i o n p o u n d s a w e e k , 
a r e a b l e t o b u y t h e r a t i o n s f o r five 
m i l l i o n p e r s o n s e v e r y w e e k , o r t h e 
w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n o f S c o t l a n d . 

S i n c e t h e e n d o f t h e w a r i n 
A u g u s t , 1 9 4 5 , w e h a v e e x p o r t e d a 
t o t a l o f 3 3 0 , 0 0 0 c a r s a n d c o m m e r 
c i a l v e h i c l e s , a n d t h i s s a y s m u c h f o r 
t h e e n t e r p r i s e a n d r e - c o n v e r s i o n o f 
t h e i n d u s t r y , a s a t t h e e n d o f t h e 
w a r t h e r e w a s a l m o s t n o c a r 
p r o d u c t i o n a t a l l . F u r t h e r , F r a n c e , 
w h i c h w a s a n e a r c o m p e t i t o r o f o u r s 
b e f o r e t h e w a r , h a s m a n a g e d t o 
e x p o r t o n l y 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s i n t h e 
s a m e p e r i o d . T h e B r i t i s h m o t o r 
i n d u s t r y i s e x p o r t i n g n e a r l y 7 0 p e r 
c e n t o f i t s c a r p r o d u c t i o n a t t h e 
p r e s e n t t i m e a n d 5 0 p e r c e n t o f i t s 
c o m m e r c i a l v e h i c l e p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
a i m s a t d o i n g b e t t e r s t i l l d u r i n g 
1 9 4 8 . I t s o u t p u t h a s , i n f a c t , b e e n 

l i m i t e d b y t h e a m o u n t o f s t e e l t h a t 
h a s b e e n a v a i l a b l e t o i t , a s t h a t b a s i c 
m a t e r i a l i s i n t r e m e n d o u s d e m a n d 
f o r h o u s i n g , s h i p b u i l d i n g a n d 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s c h e m e s o f e v e r y 
k i n d . T h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e m o t o r 
i n d u s t r y i s g r e a t e r t h a n i t w a s 
b e f o r e t h e w a r , a n d g i v e n t h e r a w 
m a t e r i a l s w e c a n a l m o s t d o u b l e o u r 
p r e s e n t o u t p u t o f v e h i c l e s . 

O w i n g t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g a m o u n t 
o f e x p o r t s , t h e n u m b e r o f c a r s , 
c o m m e r c i a l v e h i c l e s a n d b u s e s s o l d 
a t h o m e d u r i n g 1 9 4 8 w i l l b e v e r y 
m u c h b e l o w t h e figure f o r 1 9 4 7 
a n d , o f c o u r s e , b e l o w p r e - w a r 
y e a r s , a n d a s f a r a s t r a n s p o r t i s 
c o n c e r n e d w e s h a l l h e r e c a r r y o n a 
p o l i c y o f " M a k e d o a n d m e n d . " 

T h e c h i e f c u s t o m e r f o r o u r 
p r o d u c t s i s , o f c o u r s e , t h e B r i t i s h 
C o m m o n w e a l t h , w h i c h t o o k 4 5 p e r 
c e n t o f o u r p r o d u c t i o n i n I 9 4 ( > . 
W i t h i n t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h , o u t -
b i g g e s t i m p o r t i n g c u s t o m e r s a r e 
A u s t r a l i a ( a b o u t 2 0 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s i n 
1 9 4 6 ) , N e w Z e a l a n d a n d S o u t h 
A f r i c a . I t i s n o w b e i n g s u g g e s t e d 
t h a t A u s t r a l i a s h o u l d t a k e n e a r l y 
d o u b l e t h e n u m b e r o f B r i t i s h e n s 
t h e y t o o k l a s t y e a r a n d m a n y l i m e s 
t h e n u m b e r o f t r u c k s . T n E u r o p e , 
t h e c h i e f c u s t o m e r s a r e B e l g i u m . 
S w i t z e r l a n d , H o l l a n d , P o r t u g a l a n d 
D e n m a r k , a n d i n o t h e r p a r t s of I h e 
w o r l d , t h e A r g e n t i n e a n d S . 
A m e r i c a , w h e n c u r r e n c y r e s i n , 
t i o n s a l l o w . A l t o g e t h e r , w e e x p o r t 
i n t o 1 2 4 d i f f e r e n t m a r k e t s of H i e 
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w o r l d b u t f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , a s a t 
p r e s e n t , m a n y o f t h o s e a r e c l o s e d , 
e i t h e r w h o l l y ' o r p a r t i a l l y , b y 
c u r r e n c y o r i m p o r t r e s t r i c t i o n s . 

C a r m a n u f a c t u r e r s h a v e b e e n 
a b l e n o t o n l y t o r e v i v e p r o d u c t i o n 
b u t t o b r i n g o u t a n u m b e r o f n e w 
m o d e l s . T w e n t y n e w m o d e l s h a v e 
b e e n l a u n c h e d b y l e a d i n g m a n u f a c 
t u r e r s a n d m o s t o f t h e s e f a l l n o t 
w i t h i n t h e M i n i c a r r a n g e p r o d u c e d 
b y F r a n c e n o r w i t h i n t h e v e r y l a r g e 
c a r c l a s s p r o d u c e d b y A m e r i c a , b u t 
w i t h i n t h e m e d i u m r a n g e s f o r w h i c h 
t h e r e i s a g o o d d e m a n d b o t h h e r e 
a n d a b r o a d . T h i s i s n o t t o s a y t h a t 
w e d o n o t m a k e l a r g e a n d f a s t c a r s 
w h i c h s e l l e x t r e m e l y w e l l . 

A p p r e h e n s i o n h a s b e e n f e l t i n 
m a n y q u a r t e r s a b o u t t h e a b i l i t y o f 
t h e i n d u s t r y t o s e l l i t s p r o d u c t s f o r 
a l o n g p e r i o d i n t h e m a r k e t s t h a t 
a r e a v a i l a b l e t o u s , b u t 1 a m a m o n g 
t h o s e w h o t h i n k t h a t w e a r e n o t 

g o i n g t o b e d r i v e n o u t q u i c k l y a n d 
t h a t i n a n y e v e n t a m u c h h i g h e r 
p r o p o r t i o n o f o u r o u t p u t w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o b e e x p o r t e d y e a r a f t e r 
y e a r t h a n w a s t h e c a s e b e f o r e t h e 
w a r . T h e B r i t i s h m o t o r v e h i c l e h a s 
s e v e r a l a d v a n t a g e s w h i c h a r e 
b e c o m i n g a p p r e c i a t e d a t t h e p r e s e n t 
t i m e . I n t h e c a s e o f c a r s , m a n y 
c o u n t r i e s d o n o t w a n t a l a r g e o r 
h e a v y v e h i c l e . P a r k i n g s p a c e a n d 
c r o w d e d r o a d c o n d i t i o n s i n u r b a n 
d i s t r i c t s , w h e t h e r i n M e l b o u r n e , 
C o p e n h a g e n o r i n L i m a i n P e r u , a r e 
c a l l i n g f o r a c a r t h a t i s e a s y t o 
h a n d l e a n d e a s y t o p a r k . W i t h t h e 
w o r l d s h o r t a g e o f p e t r o l , r a t i o n i n g 
i n m a n y c o u n t r i e s , a n d t h e h i g h 
p r i c e a s w e l l , a g r e a t p a r t o f t h e 
g l o b e c a n n o t a f f o r d t o r u n c a r s t h a t 
h a v e a h i g h p e t r o l c o n s u m p t i o n , 
a n d i t i s t h e B r i t i s h s p e c i a l i t y t o 
h a v e p r o d u c e d f o r m a n y y e a r s m o s t 
e c o n o m i c a l v e h i c l e s . T h e r e i s a l s o a 
w o r l d s h o r t a g e o f d o l l a r s a n d 
a l t h o u g h t h o s e w i t h l o n g d i s t a n c e s 
t o r u n m a y w a n t t o b u y a n A m e r i 
c a n c a r , i n f a c t f o r c u r r e n c y r e a s o n s 
i t m a y b e d i f f i c u l t t o d o s o . 

T h e r e a r e c e r t a i n m a r k e t s t h a t 

E X P O R T S 

t a k e s p e c i a l l y t o t h e h i g h e r p r i c e d 
a n d f a s t c u s t o m - b u i l t c a r i n w h i c h 
t h e B r i t i s h a r e s u p r e m e a d e p t s , a n d 
i t i s n o t e a s y t o i m a g i n e o u r b e i n g 
d i s p l a c e d i n s u c h m a r k e t s . 

W i t h r e g a r d t o c o m m e r c i a l 
v e h i c l e s , t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f e c o n o m y 
a n d h a n d i n e s s a l s o h o l d g o o d f o r 
o u r l i g h t t r u c k s . M o r e o v e r , w h e r e -
e v e r w e h a v e s e n t o u r h e a v y v e h i c l e s 
a n d o u r b u s e s , o n c e h a v i n g c a p t u r e d 
t h e m a r k e t w e h a v e r e m a i n e d t h e r e 
b e c a u s e o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g q u a l i t y 
o f t h e p r o d u c t . 

S o m e c r i t i c i s m h a s b e e n m a d e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e c a s e o f c a r s , o n 
t h e s c o r e o f p r i c e , b u t t h a t i s 
l a r g e l y b o u n d u p w i t h t h e q u a n t i t y 
w e a r e a l l o w e d b y G o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c y t o p r o d u c e . I f w e c a n 
i n c r e a s e o u r v o l u m e t h e r e i s n o 
r e a s o n w h y p r i c e s s h o u l d n o t , i n 
c o u r s e o f t i m e , c o m e d o w n . 

O u r G o v e r n m e n t i s t r y i n g t o 
b r e a k d o w n t r a d e b a r r i e r s w h i c h 
d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t B r i t i s h v e h i c l e s 
a n d , w h e r e p o s s i b l e , i m p o r t s o f t h e 
m o t o r t r a d e w i l l f o r m a f e a t u r e o f 
t h e b i - l a t e r a l a g r e e m e n t s n o w b e i n g 
d i s c u s s e d w i t h s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s . 

T w o f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e 
a s s i s t i n g t h e B r i t i s h m o t o r i n d u s t r y . 
W i t h t h e g r e a t e r s a l e s o f i t s 
p r o d u c t s a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d , i t c a n 
a f f o r d t o e x p a n d i t s s a l e s a n d 
s e r v i c e f a c i l i t i e s w h e r e p r e v i o u s l y 
t h e s e c o u l d n o t b e e x t e n d e d t o t h e 
s a m e e x t e n t o w i n g t o t h e s m a l l e r 
v o l u m e o f n e w s a l e s . T h e i n d u s t r y 
h a s a l s o g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d t h e s u m 
d e v o t e d t o c o - o p e r a t i v e r e s e a r c h 
w h i c h i s c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e M o t o r 
I n d u s t r y R e s e a r c h A s s o c i a t i o n . I n 
f u t u r e y e a r s i n t e r e s t i n g a n d f r u i t f u l 
i m p r o v e m e n t s t o t h e m o t o r v e h i c l e 
a r e e x p e c t e d t o c o m e f r o m t h e 
i n t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h n o w b e i n g d o n e . 

T h e B r i t i s h m o t o r i n d u s t r y i s 
e n t e r p r i s i n g a n d a g g r e s s i v e a n d i t 
m e a n s t o c a p t u r e a n d r e t a i n i t s 
p r o p e r s h a r e o f t h e w o r l d ' s m a r k e t s , 
a n d i l i s c o n v i n c e d t h a t i t c a n d o s o 
a n d t h u s h e l p t o r e l i e v e a w o r l d 
w i d e s h o r t a g e o f c a r s a n d t r u c k s . 
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The World Wants Cars But 
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E X P O R T S U R V E Y 

B a r r i e r s Go Up Against B r i t a i n 

The w h o l e w o r l d n e e d s t r a n s p o r t , b u t e c o n o m i c u r g e n c i e s 
a n d e x p e d i e n c i e s f o r c e m a n y c o u n t r i e s t o s e t a f u l l o r p a r t i a l 
b a n u p o n m o t o r c a r i m p o r t s . O f t e n t h e e m b a r g o e s v a r y 
f r o m m o n t h t o m o n t h . A t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g , f o r e x a m p l e , 
India, Brazil, Argentine, France, Denmark a n d Mexico 
a l l f o r b a d e t h e i m p o r t a t i o n o f B r i t i s h c a r s . 

N o r w a s t h i s a l l . Norway, Sweden, Portugal, Egypt, 
Holland, Luxembourg, Belgium, Spain a n d Venezuela h a d 
a l l i m p o s e d r e s t r i c t e d b a n s . 

O f t h e c o u n t r i e s n a m e d , Belgium, Sweden a n d India 
w e r e n u m b e r e d a m o n g B r i t a i n ' s b e s t c u s t o m e r s f o r c a r s 
d u r i n g t h e y e a r 1 9 4 7 . 

B r i t a i n h a s t h e c a r s t h e y n e e d . B u t a r t i f i c i a l b a r r i e r s a r e 
r a i s e d . 
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T H E N : O u t p u t a n d E x p o r t F i g u r e s C o m p a r e d N O W : T h e E x p o r t G r a p h C l i m b s S t e a d i l y 

The two lines of the comparative graph for the 
period 1937-9 tell most of the story. Exports 
fluttered between 5,000 and 10,000 cars and chassis 
a month, but production averaged about 35,000 a 
month. The gap between the two lines was wide. 

Note the regular seasonal peaks and slumps for 
production. Peaks came each year in the spring, 
when car-buying was brisk ; slumps occurred just 
before the autumn Motor Show, 

In the two post-war years the gap between total 
production and exports has been notably smaller, 
and the graph ends with the export line beginning 
a steep climb. 

Note that lack of materials has kept post-war pro
duction well below pre-war peaks. Note, too, the 
disastrous slump in February, 1947, marking the 
Great Frost and electricity cuts. 

M J . 



E X P O R T S U R V E Y 

T H E N : M o n t h l y E x p o r t s B e l o w £1 M i l l i o n 
E X P O R T S U R V E Y 

N O W : T h e G r a p h S o a r s T o w a r d s £4 M i l l i o n 

As the eye runs along the graph line, from 
January, 1937, to September, 1947 (with a wartime 
break), one is astonished by the precipitous climb in 
the sterling value of exported cars and chassis which 
began in January, 1946, and has continued almost 

without a setback. It is a remarkable industrial 
achievement for car manufacturers to have 
brought the monthly sterling value of their 
exports to the £4 million mark. . . . But implicit in 
this figure is the increased prices of cars. 

1 0 1 1 



B R I T I S H C A R S AND A C C E S S O R I E S F O R O V E R S E A S 

N u m h e r O n e : 

1948 H I L L M A N M I N X 
T H E A L L A R D 

LONDONERS passing along Piccadilly, W. s last 
month pressed against the plate glass of Devon

shire House, Rootes' corner-block showroom, and 
watched an unfamiliar smoke-grey saloon car turn 
three times each minute on a revolving platform. 
They were seeing for the first time the 1948 Hillman 
Minx for which advance orders had been booked 
from exactly one hundred countries. The model was 
being introduced to a thirst of Pressmen. 

TH E R E W I L L b e p l a t e g l a s s b e 
t w e e n m o s t B r i t i s h m o t o r i s t s 

a n d t h e H i l l m a n f o r s o m e t i m e t o 
c o m e , f o r t h r e e o u t o f e v e r y f o u r 
p r o d u c e d a r e t o g o a b r o a d . E v e n 
a s a h u n d r e d m o t o r i n g c o r r e s 
p o n d e n t s w e r e i n s p e c t i n g t h e 
m o d e l , t h e i r a t t e n t i o n w a s d i r e c t e d 
t o t w o l a r g e w o o d e n c r a t e s r e a r e d 
i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d . T h e y w e r e 
s t e n c i l l e d " A u s t r a l i a . " I n s i d e w a s 
a 1 9 4 8 M i n x , p a c k e d c . k . d . T h o s e 
c r a t e s s e t t h e k e y f o r t h e o c c a s i o n . 

H i l l m a n , o f c o u r s e , i s o n e o f 
B r i t a i n ' s o l d e s t a n d b e s t - k n o w n 

marques. T h e n a m e w o n p r o m i n 
e n c e i n 1 9 0 7 w h e n t h e l a t e W i l l i a m 
H i l l m a n b u i l t h i s f i r s t c a r t o r a c e 
i n t h e 1 9 0 8 T . T . N o t u n t i l 1 9 0 9 
d i d h e d e s i g n a m o d e l i n t h e s m a l l -
c a r c l a s s , a 9 h . p . j o b w h i c h m a y 
b e s a i d t o h a v e l a i d t h e f o u n d a t i o n s 
o f t h e H i l l m a n l i g h t - c a r t r a d i t i o n . 

T h e M i n x i t s e l f a r r i v e d i n 1 9 3 1 . 
A t t h a t t i m e , e v e r y f a c t o r f a v o u r e d 
t h e s m a l l c a r i n B r i t a i n ( t h e A u s t i n 
S e v e n , w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n 1 9 2 2 , 
h a d r e a c h e d i m m e n s e p o p u l a r i t y , 
a n d t h e M i n x y e a r o f 1 9 3 1 a l s o 
s a w t h e first M o r r i s £100 m o d e l ) . 

12 

S H O W R O O M 

T h e M i n x , h o w e v e r , m a d e a n 
i m m e d i a t e h i t n o t o n l y i n B r i t a i n 
b u t a b r o a d . T h i s w a s d u e t o t h e 
s k i l f u l d e s i g n , w h i c h a i m e d a t 
v i r t u a l l y a l a r g e - c a r p e r f o r m a n c e 
i n t h e s m a l l - c a r r a n g e . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e ' t h i r t i e s t h e 
M i n x c o n s o l i d a t e d a n d e x t e n d e d 
i t s p o s i t i o n i n p u b l i c f a v o u r , a t 
h o m e a n d a b r o a d a s t h e i d e a l 
f a m i l y c a r , a c a r t h a t s u i t e d t h e 
n e e d s o f e v e r y b o d y i n t h e f a m i l y , 
i n c l u d i n g w o m e n , w h o f o u n d i t 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t r o u b l e - f r e e a n d 
m a n a g e a b l e . A l t h o u g h H i l l m a n 
d e s i g n e r s r e f u s e d t o r e v o l u t i o n i z e 
t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l b a s i c d e s i g n , e a c h 
y e a r b r o u g h t i t s i m p r o v e m e n t ; 
a n d i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t u p t o 1 9 4 0 
t h e r e m a r k a b l e p r e - w a r t o t a l o f 
4 0 , 0 0 0 M i n x h a d b e e n e x p o r t e d 
a n d t h e R o o t e s b r o t h e r s h a d e s t a b 
l i s h e d n e c e s s a r y s a l e s a n d s e r v i c e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n m o r e t h a n o n e 
h u n d r e d c o u n t r i e s . 

T h a t w a s t h e b a c k g r o u n d t o t h e 
M i n x w h e n p o s t - w a r r e s e a r c h a n d 
e x p e r i m e n t b e g a n a g a i n i n 1 9 4 5 . 

O b v i o u s l y , w i t h t h e 1 9 4 8 M i n x i n 
m i n d , t h e t e c h n i c a l s t a f f w e r e 
b r i e f e d t o k e e p t r u e t o t h e p r e - w a r 
t r a d i t i o n , y e t b u i l d i n t o t h e n e w 
m o d e l t h o s e p o s t - w a r f e a t u r e s t h a t 
h a v e b e e n p r o v e d i n e x p e r i m e n t 
a n d o n t h e r o a d s . ( E x p e r i m e n t a l 
t y p e s c o m p l e t e d n e a r l y 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
m i l e s i n r o a d t e s t s a l o n e . ) 

T h e r e s u l t i s i m p r e s s i v e . N o w , 
t h e r e - e q u i p p e d 7 0 - a c r e a s s e m b l y 
p l a n t o f t h e R o o t e s G r o u p , a t 
R y t o n , C o v e n t r y , i s t u r n i n g o u t 
t h e n e w M i n x a t t h e r a t e o f o n e 
e v e r y f o u r m i n u t e s : i n o t h e r 
w o r d s , t w e l v e c a r s a n h o u r f o r 
o v e r s e a s , t h r e e f o r B r i t a i n . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o m a n y c h a s s i s a n d 
b o d y d e v e l o p m e n t s , t h e 1 9 4 8 M i n x 
h a s a n e w f r o n t a l s t y l i n g , s y n -
c h r o m a t i c finger-tip g e a r c h a n g e 
( t h e f i r s t p o p u l a r l i g h t c a r t o 
s t a n d a r d i z e a f o u r - s p e e d g e a r b o x 
w i t h s t e e r i n g - w h e e l c o n t r o l s ) , a n d 
L o c k h e e d h y d r a u l i c b r a k e s . 

T h e m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y s t r i k i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t i s t h e f r o n t a l s t y l i n g . 
T h e r a d i a t o r g r i l l e i s s h a l l o w e r , 
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r o u n d e r , a n d " n i p p e d i n , " a n d t h e 
b o n n e t c u r v e s i n t o t h e w i n g s t o 
g i v e a t a i l o r e d e f f e c t . T h e s e p a r a t e 
h e a d - a n d s i d e - l i g h t s o f t h e 1 9 4 0 - 4 7 
m o d e l a r e r e p l a c e d b y t w o h e a d 
l i g h t s ( i n c o r p o r a t i n g s i d e - l i g h t s ) 
m o u l d e d i n t o t h e c o n t o u r s o f t h e 
w i n g s . O n e a c h s i d e o f t h e r a d i a t o r 
t h e r e a r e f o u r h o r i z o n t a l c h r o m e 
b a r s , b e l o w w h i c h i s a g l e a m i n g 
d e e p - s e c t i o n b u m p e r . 

I t w i l l b e g a t h e r e d f r o m t h e 
a b o v e t h a t t h e M i n x f r o n t n o w 
g l i t t e r s w i t h c h r o m e , a l t h o u g h i t 
h a s n ' t b e e n a p p l i e d w i t h a n i m 
m o d e r a t e t r a n s a t l a n t i c h a n d . 
F u r t h e r s p a r k l e i s t o b e f o u n d o n 
t h e w h e e l s , w h e r e e a s y - t o - c l e a n 
d i s c s h a v e g e n e r o u s c h r o m e c e n t r e 
p l a t e s . 

T h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e b o d y f e a t u r e s 
a p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t r a c t i v e c o m b i n a 
t i o n o f w o o l c l o t h a n d l e a t h e r f o i 
t h e t r i m , a n d a n e a t f a c i a p a n e l , 
w i t h c o m p a c t d i a l s u n o b s t r u c t e d 
b y a t h r e e - s p o k e s t e e r i n g w h e e l , is 
finished i n j e w e l e s c e n t g r e y . P r o 
v i s i o n i s m a d e f o r t h e f i t t i n g a s a r 
e x t r a o f H . M . V . r a d i o . D r i v i n g 
v i s i o n , f o r w a r d a n d t o t h e s i d e , i f 
e x c e l l e n t . 

C h i e f d e v e l o p m e n t i n e n g i n e a n d 

(Above) The three-quarter 
view of the coupe model 
reveals the Minx's post-war 

lines 

(Left) The steering-wheel 
does not obstruct the instru
ment panel. Note the syn-

chromatic gear lever 

(Right) The new frontal 
design is very striking, but 
not immoderately ornate 

, 4 
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t r a n s m i s s i o n i s t h e fitment o f t h e 
n e w s y n c h r o m a t i c f i n g e r - t i p g e a r -
c h a n g e , w h i c h w a s i n t r o d u c e d a 
m o n t h o r t w o a g o o n t h e s a m e 
G r o u p ' s H u m b e r H a w k . I t i s t h e 
f i r s t t i m e s u c h a r e f i n e m e n t h a s 
b e e n m a d e s t a n d a r d o n a p o p u l a r 
B r i t i s h l i g h t c a r i n t h e l o w - p r i c e 
r a n g e — a m o v e i n h a r m o n y w i t h 
H i l l m a n p o l i c y o f " t h e s m a l l c a r 
w i t h s o m e t h i n g e x t r a . " T h e r e c a n 
b e n o d o u b t t h a t a n o v e r w h e l m i n g 
m a j o r i t y o f c a r u s e r s w i l l w e l c o m e 
t h e i n n o v a t i o n , w h i c h e n a b l e s g e a r 
c h a n g e s t o b e m a d e b y a flick o f a 
finger o n t h e l e f t h a n d w i t h o u t 
r e l e a s i n g t h e w h e e l . T h i s m a k e s 
f o r c o n f i d e n c e , c o m f o r t a n d s a f e t y 
i n m o d e r n t r a f f i c c o n d i t i o n s . 

A t l e a s t o n e m o t o r i s t c o n s e r v a 
t i v e l y p r e j u d i c e d a g a i n s t e a s y g e a r -
c h a n g e d e v i c e s i s r e a d y t o a d m i t 
t h a t t h e M i n x s y n c h r o m a t i c s y s t e m 
a n s w e r e d a l l o b j e c t i o n s . E n t h u 
s i a s t s o f t e n h e l d t h e v i e w t h a t 
g e a r - c h a n g e r e f i n e m e n t s t a k e a 

d e a l o f t h e f u n a n d s k i l l o u t o f 
d r i v i n g a n d s p o i l a n i n t i m a t e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n e n g i n e a n d 
d r i v e r . T h e s y n c h r o m a t i c r a i s e s a 
q u e s t i o n o v e r t h i s c a r d i n a l b e l i e f . 
C e r t a i n l y t h e M i n x g o e s t h r o u g h 
t h e g e a r s m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n m o s t 
c o n v e n t i o n a l s p o r t s c a r s o f e q u a l 
p o w e r , a n d t h e g e t a w a y s t h r o u g h 
t r a f f i c a r e r e m a r k a b l e . 

T o c o m p l e t e t h e l i s t o f n e w 
f e a t u r e s : 

L o c k h e e d h y d r a u l i c b r a k e s o f 
t w o l e a d i n g s h o e d e s i g n , w h i c h a r e 
l i g h t i n o p e r a t i o n a n d e a s i l y 
a d j u s t a b l e ; 

A b o n n e t l o c k d e v i c e i n s i d e t h e 
c a r t o p r e v e n t p i l f e r i n g o r i n t e r 
f e r e n c e w i t h t h e e n g i n e , w i t h a 
s a f e t y c a t c h s o t h a t t h e b o n n e t 
c a n n o t b e a c c i d e n t a l l y r e l e a s e d 
w h i l e t h e M i n x i s m o v i n g ; 

P r e - f o c u s e d s e a l e d r e f l e c t o r h e a d 
l a m p s , i n b u i l t s o t h a t i t i s i m p o s 
s i b l e t o d i s t u r b t h e i r a l i g n m e n t ; 

A f o u r - c o r n e r j a c k i n g s y s t e m ; 

The diagram shows at a glance the twelve principal innovations on 
the new 1 9 4 8 version of that world-wide favourite, the Hillman Minx 
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A s e l f - l o c a t i n g s t a r t e r h a n d l e ; 
I m p r o v e d l u b r i c a t i o n ; 
R e a r a x l e m o u n t e d o n t o r e a r 

s p r i n g s w i t h r u b b e r - i n s u l a t e d 
b l o c k s , t h u s " s t r a i g h t e n i n g o u t " 
t h e r i d e . 

M a n y a d m i r e d f e a t u r e s o f e a r l i e r 
M i n x d e s i g n h a v e b e e n r e t a i n e d 
w i t h l i t t l e a l t e r a t i o n . T h e a l l - s t e e l 
b o d y a n d f r a m e u n i t i s o f i n t e g r a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , a n d t h e f a m i l i a r 
p o w e r u n i t r e a p p e a r s w i t h d e t a i l 

S H O W R O O M 

r e f i n e m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g i n c r e a s e d o i l 
p u m p c a p a c i t y a n d n a r r o w e r , 
d e e p e r p i s t o n r i n g s . T h e d r i v i n g 
s e a t i s s t i l l a d j u s t a b l e f o r h e i g h t , 
s l o p e a n d l e g l e n g t h . 

I n s h o r t , t h e 1 9 4 8 M i n x i s a n 
a u t h e n t i c p o s t - w a r c a r w i t h a w e l l -
p r o v e d p r e - w a r t r a d i t i o n . 

I n t r o d u c i n g t h e m o d e l , S i r R e g 
i n a l d R o o t e s , v i c e - c h a i r m a n , r e 
v e a l e d t h e s p e c i a l p l a c e t h e M i n x 
h o l d s i n h i s G r o u p ' s a f f e c t i o n s . A s 

1948 HILLMAN MINX 
E N G I N E : Four cylinder, monobloc 

type, side by side valves, special design 
detachable cylinder head. Steel-backed 
main and connecting rod bearings. 
Three bearing crankshaft, full pressure 
lubrication. Three bearing camshaft 
with harmonic cams. Down-draught 
carburettor with special design "hot 
spot" and air silencer, giving greater 
economy, easier starting and high 
performance. Three point bonded 
rubber "cushioned power" engine 
mounting eliminating vibration. 

Bore and stroke 63 mm. x 95 mm. 
(2-48 x 3-74 in.). 

Cubic capacity 1,184-5 c.c. (72-26 cu. 
in.). 

Engine develops 35 b.h.p. at 
4,100 r.p.m. 

C O O L I N G SYSTEM : Thermo-syphon, 
belt driven, 2-bladed helical type fan. 

C L U T C H : Borg and Beck, single dry 
plate. Chain linkage. 

G E A R B O X : New four _ speed silent 
synchromatic gearbox with combined 
dipstick and filler. Ratios: 1st—18-63; 
2nd—12-90; 3rd—7-79; top—5-22; 
reverse--24-84; with synchromesh on 
2nd, 3rd and top. Gear change by 
means of finger-tip control lever 
situated on steering column. Safety 
lock for first gear prevents accidental 
disengagement. 

IGNITION: Coil and distributor. 
Automatic advance and retard. 

F R A M E : Stressed platform founda
tion frame; in unit with body shell 
produces one rigid structure. 

SUSPENSION: Balanced ride suspen
sion with automatic variation to load 
and road surface. Extra-long, semi-
elliptic road springs with wide base. 
Steel and rubber bushes eliminate 
many greasing points. Luvax-Girling 
piston type pressure recuperating 
hydraulic shock absorbers. 

W H E E L S : Five "easi-clean," easily 
detachable disc wheels. Spare wheel 
and tyre housed in separate compart
ment in luggage boot. 

B R A K E S : Lockheed hydraulic design. 
Cast iron brake drums. Mechanically 
operated handbrake on rear wheels. 
Two leading shoes on front-wheel 
brakes. 

S T E E R I N G : Burman Douglas, worm 
and nut type with natural rake steering 
column. New 16£ in. diameter 3-spoke 
spring steering wheel. 

P E T R O L T A N K : 7J gallons (33 litres) 
capacity at rear of chassis. Pump feed 
to carburettor with emergency hand 
primer. 

E L E C T R I C A L EQUIPMENT: 12 volt, 
51 amp. hours. Lucas battery housed 
under bonnet. Constant voltage con
trol. Ventilated belt-driven dynamo. 
Powerful starter operated by control 
on facia board. Two powerful flush-
fitting sealed reflector headlamps 
giving long and broad beams with 
dipper control on steering column. 
Built-in tail lamp incorporating stop 
lamp operated by brake pedal pressure. 
Self-cancelling trafficators controlled 
by switch on steering column. Electric 
horn. "Floodlit" illumination of 
instruments conveniently grouped in 
front of driver. Lucas twin blade 
windscreen wipers. 

F O U R C O R N E R J A C K I N G SYSTEM : 
Stevenson-Smith's enclosed screw type 
jack, easily positioned into special 
square sockets and operated by means 
of wheel brace. 

M A I N DIMENSIONS 
Wheel base 7 ft. 8 in. (2337 mm.) 
Track, front 3 ft. 1 lg in. (1210 mm.) 
Track, rear 4 ft. 0$ in. (1232 mm.) 
Ground clearance 6£ in. (159 mm.) 
Overall length 13 ft. Oin. (3962 mm.) 
Overall width 5ft. 0J in. (1537 mm.) 
Overall height 5 ft. 2£ in. (1587 mm.) 
Turning circle 34 ft. 6in. (10-5m.) 
Weight of complete car (saloon-dry): 

20161b. (914 kg.) 
Price; Saloon, £385 (P.T., £107); 

Coupe, £435 (P.T., £121). 
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An open door invites the connoisseur to get into the driving seat 
and try the Allard. Under the long, gentle curve of the bonnet is a 
K 8 engine that ensures remarkable performance for general duties. 

h e p u t i t : " W e m a k e m o r e e x p e n 
s i v e a n d f a s t e r c a r s , b u t 
s o m e h o w — w i t h o u t , o f c o u r s e , 
d e c r y i n g o u r o t h e r p r o d u c t s — i n 
o u r o w n m i n d s w e a l w a y s h a v e t h e 
M i n x o n a s p e c i a l p e d e s t a l . 

" T h e M i n x d o e s n o t c l a i m t o b e 
t h e c h e a p e s t c a r — s o f a r a s p r i c e 
i s c o n c e r n e d — i n t h e f o u r - s e a t e r o r 
1 0 h . p . c a t e g o r y , f t d o e s , h o w e v e r , 

c l a i m t o h a v e t h e s o m e t h i n g w h i c h 
d e n o t e s i t a s b e i n g i n a c l a s s o f i t s 
o w n . T h e n e w M i n x i s a c a r w h i c h 
w e a r e l a u n c h i n g o n i t s c a r e e r 
w i t h e v e r y c o n f i d e n c e , a s a m o d e l 
w h i c h i s m o d e r n w i t h o u t b e i n g 
e x t r e m e a n d w h i c h h a s q u a l i t y , 
r e l i a b i l i t y a n d e c o n o m y o f t h e 
h i g h e s t o r d e r . I n f a c t , w e f e e l i t i s 
a w o r t h y s u c c e s s o r t o t h o s e H i l l 
m a n M i n x i n w h o s e t r a c k i t 
f o l l o w s . 

" W e a r e p r o u d o f t h e f a c t t h a t 
u p t o 1 9 4 0 w e h a d e x p o r t e d s o m e 

1 8 

4 0 , 0 0 0 M i n x a n d h a d d i r e c t d i s 
t r i b u t i n g s a l e s a n d s e r v i c e o r g a n 
i z a t i o n s f o r t h e m i n o v e r 1 0 0 
d i f f e r e n t f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , C o l o n i e s 
a n d D o m i n i o n s . S i n c e t h e w a r , o f 
c o u r s e , t h e s e h a v e b e e n s t i l l f u r t h e r 
e x p a n d e d . " 

THE A L L A R D 
I n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e s i z e o f t h e 

f i r m a n d t h e n u m b e r o f m o d e l s 
p r o d u c e d , n o B r i t i s h p o s t - w a r c a r s 
h a v e m a d e a d e e p e r i m p r e s s i o n a t 
h o m e a n d a b r o a d t h a n t h e A l l a r d . 
I n d e e d , k e e p i n g t h e p r o p o r t i o n , i t 
m a y b e s a i d t h a t f e w B r i t i s h c a r s 
h a v e c a r r i e d a m o r e s e r i o u s c h a l 
l e n g e i n t o A m e r i c a i t s e l f t h a n t h e 
A l l a r d . 

W h a t i s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n ? A l l a r d ' s 
s u c c e s s m a y b e s u m m e d u p u n d e r 
t h r e e h e a d s . F i r s t , a l l t h r e e m o d e l s 
a r e h i g h l y i n d i v i d u a l i n t h e b e s t 

B r i t i s h s e n s e ( t h a t i s t o s a y , w i t h 
o u t f r e a k i s h n e s s f o r i t s o w n s a k e ) , 
a n d t h e y a r e i n t e n d e d , w i t h o u t 
c o m p r o m i s e , n o t f o r t h e f a m i l y 
m a r k e t b u t f o r m o t o r i s t s w h o h a v e 
t h e m a k e r s ' o w n e n t h u s i a s m a n d 

j o y i n first-class m a c h i n e r y . 
S e c o n d l y , t h e firm s e c u r e d t h e 

b e s t p o s s i b l e p u b l i c i t y f o r c a r s o f 
t h i s t y p e b y c a r r y i n g o f f c o m p e t i 
t i o n a w a r d s a g a i n s t t h e m o s t 
c e l e b r a t e d r i v a l s . 

T h i r d l y , S . H . A l l a r d g a v e h i s 
m o d e l s a h i g h - p o w e r e n g i n e a n d 
t h e n l e t A . G o d f r e y I m h o f g o 
a h e a d w i t h t h e d e s i g n i n g o f a b o d y 
t h a t i s b o t h s t r i k i n g a n d f u n c t i o n a l . 
( A s i g n i f i c a n t t h i n g : a n A l l a r d 
w h i c h s t a n d s o u t s i d e H.M.M. 
o f f i c e i n d u c e s e v e n t e l e p h o n i s t s a n d 
t y p i s t s t o c o m e u p t w o f l i g h t s o f 
s t a i r s t o a s k w h a t , w h o , h o w , w h y ? 
A c c o r d i n g t o I m h o f , t h e s a m e 
t h i n g h a p p e n s w h e r e v e r t h e A l l a r d 
a p p e a r s . ) 

T h e p r e s e n t - d a y A l l a r d o w e s 
e v e r y t h i n g t o c o m p e t i t i o n . A p r o t o -
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t y p e a p p e a r e d i n 1 9 3 6 a s a s p e c i a l , 
w i t h a m o d i f i e d F o r d V 8 c h a s s i s 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n t s u s p e n s i o n . I t 
w a s t h e h a n d i w o r k o f H . S . A l l a r d , 
a c o m p e t i t i o n d r i v e r w h o s o o n 
p r o v e d w h a t h i s m o d e l c o u l d d o 
i n t r i a l s . 

T h e m o d e l w e n t i n t o p r o d u c t i o n 
a n d c o m p e t i t i o n s u c c e s s e s c o n 
t i n u e d . A f t e r t h e w a r , a c o m p a n y 
w a s f o r m e d t o d e v e l o p t h e A l l a r d 
a s a t r i a l s c a r a d a p t e d f o r h i g h -
p e r f o r m a n c e g e n e r a l d u t i e s , w i t h 
t h r e e I m h o f b o d y s t y l e s : a t w o -
d o o r s a l o o n , a d r o p - h e a d c o u p e , 
a n d a c o m p e t i t i o n t w o - s e a t e r w i t h 
s h o r t e r w h e e l b a s e f o r t h e u n c o m 
p r o m i s i n g s p o r t s m a n . 

A l l t h r e e t y p e s h a v e a r e a d y 
m a r k e t a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d , a n d 
t h e r e i s n o q u e s t i o n t h a t A l l a r d 
c o u l d m u l t i p l y m a n y t i m e s t h e i r 
p r o j e c t e d o u t p u t o f 7 5 0 c a r s a 
y e a r w i t h o u t s t a l i n g t h e d e m a n d . 
O n e o f t h e m o s t f l a t t e r i n g s i g n s i s 
t h e r e c e p t i o n g i v e n t o t h e m o d e l s 
o n t h e C o n t i n e n t , f o r t h e A l l a r d 
i n s o m e w a y s h a s C o n t i n e n t a l 
a f f i n i t i e s a n d c r i t i c i s m i s t h e r e f o r e 
n o t o n l y s e a r c h i n g b u t w e l l -
i n f o r m e d . 

" A m e r i c a n s ? T h e y l o v e i t , " s a y s 
G o d f r e y I m h o f w h e n y o u a s k h i m 
a b o u t t h e t r a n s a t l a n t i c r e a c t i o n 
t o t h e A l l a r d . A s s a l e s m a n - i n - c h i e f 
f o r t h e c a r a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d , h e 
s h o u l d k n o w . H i s r e p o r t o f A m e r 
i c a n o p i n i o n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r 
e s t i n g , s i n c e f o r m o s t m a n u f a c 
t u r e r s t h e U . S . m a r k e t s c a r c e l y 
e x i s t s — a f a c t b o r n e o u t b y t h e 
1 9 4 7 e x p o r t figures, w h i c h s h o w a n 
a v e r a g e o f 2 0 c a r s e x p o r t e d t o 
A m e r i c a e a c h m o n t h . 

W h a t g i v e s t h e A l l a r d i t s 
a p p e a l ? 

" F i r s t , t h e c a r i s b a s e d o n a 
F o r d V 8 c h a s s i s , " e x p l a i n s I m h o f . 
" T h e r e i s a n u n b e a t a b l e p a r t s 
s e r v i c e t h r o u g h F o r d a g e n t s e v e r y 
w h e r e . F o r i n s t a n c e , w h e n I w a s 
t o u r i n g S w i t z e r l a n d , i n t r o d u c i n g 
t h e c a r t o a g e n t s , m y w a t e r p u m p 
p a s s e d o u t a s I w a s d r i v i n g t h r o u g h 
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a v i l l a g e . I p u t u p a t t h e l o c a l i n n , 
t o l d t h e p r o p r i e t o r t h e p u m p h a d 
g o n e , a n d a s k e d i f t h e r e w a s a 
F o r d a g e n t i n t h e d i s t r i c t . T h e r e 
w a s , a n d t h e n e x t m o r n i n g I s a i d 
t h a t I w o u l d b e g e t t i n g a l o n g d o w n 
t h e r e . ' N o n e e d t o , ' a n s w e r e d t h e 
p r o p r i e t o r . H e h a d a l r e a d y c o n 
t a c t e d t h e F o r d a g e n t a n d t h e c a r 
w o u l d b e r e a d y t h a t m o r n i n g . T h e 
p r i c e : t w e n t y - e i g h t s h i l l i n g s . 

" Y o u g e t s e r v i c e l i k e t h a t a l l 
o v e r t h e w o r l d . 

" A n o t h e r s e l l i n g - p o i n t i s t h a t 
t h e c a r i s s o m e t h i n g q u i t e n e w . A t 
t h e 1 9 4 7 L i s b o n r a l l y , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
t h e A l l a r d b e a t A l f a - R o m e o s a n d 
t h e l i k e . ' W h a t k i n d o f a c a r i s 
t h a t ? ' t h e y a s k e d . ' W e c a n s e e i t ' s 
g o t B r i t i s h n u m b e r p l a t e s , b u t 
w h e r e w a s i t m a d e ? ' T h e y g e t a 
s u r p r i s e w h e n I t e l l t h e m t h a t i t 
r e a l l y i s a B r i t i s h - m a d e m o d e l . 

" M o r e o v e r , i t h a s a l a r g e U . S . -
t y p e e n g i n e . P e o p l e l i k e t h i s — 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t w i l l c a r r y t h e c a r 
t w e n t y t o t h i r t y t h o u s a n d m i l e s 
b e f o r e i t n e e d s a t t e n t i o n . O t h e r 
p o i n t s : i t ' s g o t a g o o d g r o u n d 
c l e a r a n c e ( 9 ^ i n . ) ; t h e r e i s a f u l l y 
b o x e d c h a s s i s ; a n d i t h a s b e e n 
d e v e l o p e d b y r o a d t r i a l s — e a s i l y 
t h e t o u g h e s t w a y o f d e v e l o p i n g a 
c a r . T h e p r o t o t y p e A l l a r d , f o r 
i n s t a n c e , i s e l e v e n y e a r s o l d a n d 
h a s d o n e 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 m i l e s , b u t l a s t 
y e a r i t c a m e f i r s t i n s i x o r s e v e n 
t r i a l s . I t i s a l s o w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t 
t h e s p e c i a l t y p e o f i n d i v i d u a l s u s 
p e n s i o n w i t h d i v i d e d a x l e g o e s 
d o w n w e l l . " 

S i n c e 1 9 4 5 A l l a r d s h a v e b e e n 
e x p o r t e d t o U . S . A . , B r a z i l , A r g e n 
t i n a , C h i l e , S w i t z e r l a n d , B e l g i u m , 
S o u t h A f r i c a , A u s t r a l i a , E g y p t , 
P a l e s t i n e , H o l l a n d , t h e C h a n n e l 
I s l a n d s , M a l t a , G i b r a l t a r , P o r t u g a l , 
T a n g i e r s , a n d S p a n i s h M o r o c c o . 

O t h e r c o u n t r i e s , l i k e F r a n c e , 
I t a l y , I n d i a , P e r s i a , T u r k e y a n d 
G r e e c e , h a v e p l a c e d o r d e r s , b u t f o r 
r e a s o n s s u c h a s e x p o r t b a n s t h e 
f i r m h a s n o t b e e n a b l e t o d e l i v e r 
y e t . c 

I n q u i r i e s h a v e a l s o b e e n r e c e i v e d 
f r o m A u s t r i a , C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , 
C a n a d a , D e n m a r k , N o r w a y , 
S w e d e n , N e w Z e a l a n d , M e x i c o , 
s e v e r a l S o u t h A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , 
C h i n a , M a l a y a a n d B u r m a . 

I t i s h o p e d t o p r o d u c e a b o u t 
7 5 0 A l l a r d s i n t h e c o m i n g y e a r . 
T h i s figure w i l l b e m a d e u p o f 
t h r e e s t a n d a r d b o d y d e s i g n s : t h e 
o p e n - t o p t w o - s e a t e r , t h e f o u r 
s e a t e r , a n d t h e d r o p - h e a d c o u p e . 
A b o u t 7 5 p e r c e n t w i l l b e e x p o r t s . 

A l l a r d e x e c u t i v e s b e l i e v e t h a t a 
w e l l - m a d e , e f f i c i e n t c a r t o a l a r g e 
d e g r e e s e l l s i t s e l f . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
w h e n n e w s g o t a r o u n d t h a t A l l a r d 
w e r e g o i n g t o e x p o r t t h e r e w e r e 
a b o u t t w o h u n d r e d a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

B u t m u c h o f t h e c a r ' s s u c c e s s 
h a s b e e n t h e r e s u l t o f a p e r s o n a l 
t o u c h s u p p l i e d b y G o d f r e y I m h o f , 
w h o h a s b e e n w i t h t h e c a r o n a 
g o o d w i l l t o u r i n c l u d i n g F r a n c e , 
S p a i n , P o r t u g a l , I r e l a n d , t h e C h a n 
n e l I s l a n d s a n d S w i t z e r l a n d . H e 
h a s a l s o m e t v i s i t o r s f r o m t h e 
U . S . , A u s t r a l i a a n d S o u t h A f r i c a . 

" W h e r e v e r I s t o p p e d o n t h e 
C o n t i n e n t , " h e s a y s , " c r o w d s 
g a t h e r e d a n d a s k e d ' w h a t i s i t ? ' " 

A t a l l , w e l l - b u i l t m a n , G o d f r e y 
I m h o f s i t s b e h i n d a n i m p r e s s i v e 
g l a s s - c o v e r e d d e s k i n a g e n e r o u s l y -
f u r n i s h e d o f f i c e i n I m h o f H o u s e , 
o v e r l o o k i n g N e w O x f o r d S t r e e t . 
T h e b u i l d i n g i s t h e s h o w p i e c e o f 
t h e a r e a . I t h a s a w o r l d - w i d e 
c l i e n t e l e f o r e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e 
m u s i c a l l i n e . I m h o f ' s t a l e n t f o r 
i n d u s t r i a l d e s i g n l e d t o h i s a s s o c i a 
t i o n w i t h A l l a r d . I t c a m e a b o u t 
t h i s w a y . 

H e h a d p l a c e d a n o r d e r f o r a n 
A l l a r d i n 1 9 4 2 , a n d w i t h c h a r a c 
t e r i s t i c e n t h u s i a s m h e c o n s u l t e d 
t h e A l l a r d p e o p l e s o o f t e n t h a t 
" t h e y m u s t h a v e b e c o m e s o f e d 
u p t h e y a s k e d m e i f I w o u l d l i k e 
t o h a v e a g o a t d e s i g n i n g o n e 
m y s e l f . I d i d . T h e y s e e m e d t o l i k e 
t h e i d e a s I p u t f o r w a r d , a n d t h a t 
w a s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e a s s o c i a 
t i o n . " 
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H.M.IU. OVERSEAS 
NOW ON SALE IN 38 COUNTRIES 

As announced in our December issue, Hutchinson's M o t o r 
M a g a z i n e is now distributed in most parts of the world. Over
seas readers wishing to ensure regular delivery should write 
to the appropriate address given below. 

A R G E N T I N A . Juan Horns, Boedo 1036. 
Buenos Aires. Standard Agenda Sr], 
Reconquista 538, Buenos Aires. 

A U S T R A L I A . Hutchinson & Co. (Pub
lishers) Ltd., P.O. Box 99, Melbourne. 
Vict. 

B E L G I U M . W. H . Smith & Son, 71-75 
Boulevard Adolphc Max, Brussels. 

B R A Z I L . G . Florentino, C . Postal 1754, 
Rio de Janeiro. 

C A N A D A . Win. Dawson & Sons Ltd.. 
70 King Street East, Toronto 2. 

C E Y L O N . Ola Books Ltd., York Build
ing, York Street, Colombo. 

C H I L E . Juar G . Terry. Casilla 101, 
Santiago. 

C H I N A . Kelly & Walsh Ltd., Shanghai. 
C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A . Orbis Newspaper 

Department, Stalinova 46, Praha X I I 
D E N M A R K . Arnold Busck, Kjobmager-

gade 49, Copenhagen. 
E A S T A F R I C A . Patwa News Agency. 

P.O. Box No. 136. Mombasa. The 
Uganda Bookshop, Box 145, Kampala 
Uganda. 

E G Y P T . Mr. S. S. Bassous, P.O. Box 
131, Alexandria. 

E I R E . Eason & Sons Ltd. , 40 Lower 
O'Conncll Street, Dublin. 

F I N L A N D . Akateeminen Kirjakauppa. 
2 Keskuskatu, Helsinki. Rautaliekir-
jakauppa O / Y , Koydenpunojankatu 2. 
Helsinki. 

F R A N C E . Anglo-French Periodicals & 
Publicity. 58 Rue de Chateaudin. Paris 
lXe. Galignani's Famous Bookshop, 
224 Rue de Rivoli. Paris ler. W. H . 
Smith & Son, 248 Rue de Rivoli, Paris. 

G R E E C E . Messrs. G . Hagiantoniou, W. 
Churchill St. 31, Athens. 

H O L L A N D . B. C . Heisterkamp & De 
Vries, P.O. Box W. No. 6037. Wester-
markt 2, Amsterdam-C. 

H O N G K O N G . Kelly & Walsh Ltd.. 
H U N G A R Y . Transpress, Zsombolyai-Ut 

20, Budapest. 
I C E L A N D . Messrs. Bokastod Eimreida-

rinnar, Adalstraeti 6, Reykjavik. 
I N D I A . National Information & Publi

cations Ltd., 74 Laxmi Bids , Sir P. M. 

Road, Fort. Bombay 1. New Book 
Co., 188/190 Hornby Road, Bombay. 
Paradise Bookstall, opp. Regal Cinema, 
Preddy Street, Karachi 3, Pakistan. 
J . Ray & Sons, Edward Road, Rawal
pindi. W. Thacker & Co. Ltd. , P.O. 
Box 190, Bombay. 

I T A L Y . Andre Caraillo, Via Livorno 3, 
Milan. 

L U X E M B O U R G . Paul Bruck. 50 Grand 
Rue. 

M A L A Y A . Kelly & Walsh Ltd.. Singa
pore. 

N E W F O U N D L A N D . Ayrc & Sons Ltd., 
St. Johns. 

N E W Z E A L A N D . Australasian Agencies 
Ltd., G.P.O. Box 1557. Auckland. 
R. Hill & Son, Matlock House, 32-34 
Quay Street, Auckland. 

N O R W A Y . A / S Narvesens Kioskkom-
pani, Stortingsgata 2, Oslo. 

P A L E S T I N E . Collective Subscription 
Agency, P.O. Box 768, Haifa. 
F . Pinczower, P.O. Box 6008. Tel-
Aviv. 

P O R T U G A L . Lucio de Campos. R. 
Ferreira Lapa 23-1°. DT°, Lisbon. 
Nazareth & Filho Lda. Rua 5 dc 
Outubro, Evora. 

S O U T H A F R I C A . Hutchinson & Co. 
(Publishers) Ltd.. 19 Seaward Road. 
Dock Road, Cape Town. 

SPAIN. Distribuidora Internacional Soc. 
Ltd., Lope de Rueda 3, Madrid. 

S W E D E N . C . E . Fritze's Bokhandcl. 
Fredsgatan 2, Stockholm. N . J . 
Gumperts, Nodra Hamngatan 35, Gote-
borg. 

S W I T Z E R L A N D . Naville & Cie, 5-7 
Rue Levricr, Geneve. 

S Y R I A . Antoine Sabbagh& Fils, P.O. 
Box 24, Aleppo. Sabri N. Tarzikhan, 
Khan Hibel, Aleppo. 

T U R K E Y . Librarie Ruben Catan, B.P. 
144.. Izmir. 

U.S.A. British Publications Inc., 150 
East 35th Street. New York 16, N . Y . 
Hutchinson & Co. (Publishers) Ltd., 25 
West 45th Street. New York 19. 

U R U G U A Y . Kurt Palnitzsky, Casilla 
Correo 293, Montevideo. 
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G O L D C O A S T 
B O A T M A N — 

P l a y i n g a p a r t i n t h e B r i t i s h c a r 
e x p o r t d r i v e a r e b u l l o c k d r i v e r s i n 
M a l a y , F i j i i s l a n d e r s w h o h a u l 
c r a t e s b y h a n d — a n d M ' b o , m a s t e r 
o f a s m a l l c r a f t p l y i n g b e t w e e n 
A c c r a ' s s h a l l o w s a n d c a r g o b o a t s , 
n e w l y a r r i v e d f r o m B r i t a i n , l y i n g 
a t a n c h o r a q u a r t e r - m i l e o f f s h o r e . 

B e f o r e t h e a n c h o r d r o p s a n d 
h o l d s a r e o p e n e d , a fleet o f f r a i l 
s i n g l e - m a s t e d t e n d e r s p u t o u t t o 
m e e t t h e s h i p . A b o a r d e a c h , h a l f a 
d o z e n n a t i v e s c l a d i n c o t t o n s h o r t s 
s t r i v e t o r e a c h t h e s h i p ' s s i d e f i r s t . 
M ' b o u s u a l l y m a k e s t h e r u n n i n g . 

S o o n t h e h a t c h e s a r e o p e n a n d 
t h e s h i p ' s d e r r i c k s a r e s l i n g i n g a n d 
l o w e r i n g t h e c r a t e s s t e n c i l l e d w i t h 
t h e n a m e s o f B r i t i s h c a r f i r m s , 
B r i t i s h t o w n s . T h e c r a t e s w e r e 
m a d e b y c a r p e n t e r s i n O x f o r d , 
L u t o n , C o v e n t r y , B i r m i n g h a m , 
B r a d f o r d . 

M ' b o a n d o t h e r n a t i v e b o a t m e n 
a r e l i n k s i n t h e c h a i n . 

T H E M E C H A N I C 
I N B R A Z I L - ^ 

T h e n t h e r e a r e t h e m e c h a n i c s 
o v e r s e a s , t h e c o u n t e r p a r t s o f t h o s e 
e m p l o y e d i n B r i t i s h f a c t o r i e s . T h e y 
m a k e t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

N o t l o n g a g o S . S . Polaro t i e d u p 
i n S a n t o s h a r b o u r , B r a z i l , c a r r y i n g 
i n i t s h o l d s a b i g c a r g o o f F o r d 
" A n g l i a " s a l o o n s u r g e n t l y w a n t e d 
i n C u r i t i b a . S p e e d y d e l i v e r y w a s 
i m p o r t a n t . N i g h t h a d a l r e a d y 
f a l l e n . 

M a t c h i n g t h e e n e r g y a n d d e t e r 
m i n a t i o n o f D a g e n h a m ' s 1 1 , 0 0 0 
w o r k e r s , F o r d m e c h a n i c s a n d 
a s s e m b l e r s i n S a n t o s d e c i d e d t o 
t a c k l e t h e i r j o b w i t h o u t w a i t i n g f o r 
a n e w d a y . A s t h e c r a t e s c a m e 
a s h o r e t h e y w e r e o p e n e d . A t 
3 . 3 0 a . m . t h e t e a m s t a r t e d t o p u t 
t h e " A n g l i a s " t o g e t h e r a n d b e f o r e 
d a r k n e s s f e l l s e v e n m e n h a d 
a s s e m b l e d n i n e c a r s . D a y a f t e r d a y 
t h e y w o r k e d o n a t h i g h - p r e s s u r e 
u n t i l t h e w h o l e s h i p l o a d h a d b e e n 
d e a l t w i t h . 

A hundred Hillman Minx—the biggest single consignment of 
British cars shipped to Palestine since the war 
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Cars have Fifth Wheel 
( a n d G n l M o a " F r i f ) 

MU C H has been said and written lately about 
the reluctance of leading manufacturers to 

" improve the breed" by racing. In this article, 
R I C H A R D T W E L V E T R E E S , A.M.I.Mech.E., lifts 
the curtain on the engineering research by which the 
same end is achieved in the factory. 

TH E E X T E N T t o w h i c h m o d e r n c a r s 
b e n e f i t f r o m e n g i n e e r i n g r e 

s e a r c h w a s c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d o n 
m y r e c e n t v i s i t t o t h e R e s e a r c h 
D e p a r t m e n t o f V a u x h a l l M o t o r s , 
L t d . , L u t o n . T h e r e a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d 
t w o - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g , w i t h a f l o o r 
a r e a o f 1 0 1 , 0 6 2 s q . f t . , c o n s t r u c t e d 
a n d e q u i p p e d a t t h e c o s t o f 
£175,000, i s d e v o t e d e x c l u s i v e l y t o 
t h i s i m p o r t a n t p h a s e o f c a r m a n u 
f a c t u r e . 

T h e e n g i n e s e c t i o n i s r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r e x p e r i m e n t a l a n d r e s e a r c h w o r k 
o n p o w e r u n i t s a n d f o r s p e c i a l i z e d 
r o a d t r i a l s i n w h i c h s p e e d , a c c e l e r a 
t i o n , h i l l c l i m b i n g , c o o l i n g a n d f u e l 
c o n s u m p t i o n a r e m e a s u r e d . H e r e 
a l s o i s t h e f i t t i n g s h o p , w h e r e 
e x p e r i m e n t a l e n g i n e s a r e b u i l t u p 
a n d d i s m a n t l e d a g a i n f o r e x a m i n a 
t i o n a f t e r l i f e a n d d u r a b i l i t y t e s t s . 
P a r t o f t h e g r o u n d f l o o r i s a l l o 
c a t e d t o t h e g e n e r a l r u n n i n g s h o p 
a n d t o a n u m b e r o f e n c l o s u r e s 
e q u i p p e d f o r b e n c h a n d o t h e r t e s t s . 

I n t h e r u n n i n g s h o p c a r s a r e 
p r e p a r e d f o r r o a d t e s t s o f p e r 
f o r m a n c e — d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e c o m 
p l e m e n t a r y r o a d t e s t s h a n d l e d b y 
t h e " g e n e r a l " r u n n i n g s h o p . 

A t y p i c a l e x a m p l e i s t h e " f i f t h 
w h e e l t e s t " f o r w h i c h a l i g h t w h e e l 
i s a r r a n g e d t o t r a i l f r o m t h e c a r 
a n d t o d r i v e a c a l i b r a t e d d y n a m o . 
A m e t e r c o n n e c t e d t o t h e d y n a m o 
a n d c a r r i e d i n t h e c a r , r e c o r d s 
s p e e d s i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f t h e s p e e d 
o m e t e r a n d w i t h a n e g l i g i b l e 
m a r g i n o f e r r o r . T h i s a p p a r a t u s i s 

a l s o u s e d t o r e c o r d d i s t a n c e s f o r 
f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n t e s t s . 

A h i g h l y d e v e l o p e d a n d i n t e r 
e s t i n g t e c h n i q u e i s a p p l i e d t o t h e 
c o m b u s t i o n c h a m b e r r e s e a r c h c o n 
d u c t e d i n t h e d y n a m o m e t e r r o o m s . 
A p i c t u r e o f r a p i d l y v a r y i n g p r e s 
s u r e c o n d i t i o n s i n s i d e t h e c o m b u s 
t i o n c h a m b e r o f a r u n n i n g e n g i n e 
i s r e p r o d u c e d o n a c a t h o d e r a y 
i n d i c a t o r a n d t h e r e s u l t i n g d i a g r a m 
p r o j e c t e d o n t o a f l u o r e s c e n t s c r e e n 
i s r e c o r d e d o n c i n e m a f i l m . 

A s e c o n d m e t h o d e m p l o y e d t o 
d e t e r m i n e t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f c o m 
b u s t i o n c h a m b e r s o f v a r i o u s s h a p e s 
c o n s i s t s o f t a k i n g p l a s t e r c a s t s o f 
t h e c y l i n d e r h e a d s . T h e c a s t s a r e 
s l i c e d u p t o s h o w h o w t h e m i x t u r e 
v o l u m e b u r n s a s t h e f l a m e f r o n t 
t r a v e l s o u t w a r d s f r o m s p a r k i n g 
p l u g p o i n t s . 

T h e " c o l d " r o o m i s , i n e f f e c t , a 
r e f r i g e r a t o r l a r g e e n o u g h t o e n c l o s e 
a c o m p l e t e c a r . I t i s u s e d f o r 
e x t r e m e t e s t s o f c a r b u r a t i o n a n d 
s t a r t e r - m o t o r c a p a c i t y i n t e m p e r a 
t u r e s d o w n t o " 2 0 b e l o w , " a n d f o r 
t e s t s i n e x t r e m e c o l d . 

R o a d t e s t s a r e o f t w o k i n d s — 
d u r a t i o n t r i a l s w h i c h g o o n d a y 
a n d n i g h t t o a g g r e g a t e b i g m i l e a g e s , 
a n d s h o r t e r t e s t s m a d e t o c h e c k 
s o m e s p e c i a l a s p e c t o f p e r f o r m a n c e , 
o r t o i n v e s t i g a t e a n a l l e g e d f a u l t . 

F o r s h o r t p e r f o r m a n c e t e s t s , 
V a u x h a l l M o t o r s e m p l o y a l l k i n d s 
o f i n g e n i o u s r e c o r d i n g i n s t r u m e n t s 
w h i c h a r e f i t t e d t o t h e c a r s . F o r 
b r a k i n g t e s t s , f o r e x a m p l e , a h y d r a u -
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R E S E A R C H 

r e c o r d i n g b r a k e , u n d e r i t s o w n 
p o w e r . T h e v i c i o u s b e h a v i o u r o f 
t h i s a p p a r a t u s i s a c c o u n t e d f o r b y 
c a m s b o l t e d t o t h e d r u m s s o t h a t 
a s t h e y r e v o l v e , e a c h o f t h e t w o c a r 
w h e e l s c o n c e r n e d i s j o l t e d u p a n d 
d o w n t h r e e t i m e s i n e v e r y r e v o l u 
t i o n . 

T h e r i g i s s o a r r a n g e d t h a t 
o b s e r v e r s c a n w a l k r o u n d o r u n d e r 
t h e c a r w h i l e t h e t e s t i s i n p r o g r e s s 
a n d a r e t h u s a b l e t o s e e w h a t 
h a p p e n s i n a w a y t h a t i s i m p o s s i b l e 
u n d e r r o a d t e s t c o n d i t i o n s . T h a t i s 
t o s a y , w h e e l m o v e m e n t a n d s p r i n g 
d e f l e c t i o n c a n b e o b s e r v e d a n d 
m e a s u r e d ; s o c a n o t h e r m a n i f e s t a 
t i o n s s u c h a s w h e e l w o b b l e , s h i m m y , 
b r a k e c h a t t e r , t y r e n o i s e , s t r u c t u r a l 
r e s o n a n c e , v i b r a t i o n s , e n g i n e m o v e 
m e n t , a x l e c r o s s s h a k e , s t e e r i n g 
w h e e l f i g h t . A l l c a n b e i n v e s t i g a t e d 
w i t h o u t m o v i n g t h e c a r f r o m t h e 
s h o p . 

A v a l u a b l e a c c e s s o r y t o t h e 

c h a s s i s d y n a m o m e t e r i s t h e s t r o b o -
s c o p i c f l i c k e r l a m p w h i c h c a n b e 
t i m e d t o s h o w o n s l o w m o t i o n a n y 
v i b r a t i o n o r m o v e m e n t t h e e n g i n 
e e r s m a y w i s h t o a n a l y s e . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o t h e b i g g e r r i g s f o r 
c o m p l e t e c a r s a n d c h a s s i s u n i t s , t h e 
r u n n i n g s h o p e q u i p m e n t i n c l u d e s 
a g r e a t v a r i e t y o f s m a l l e r t e s t i n g 
d e v i c e s f o r i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e b e h a 
v i o u r o f i n d i v i d u a l c o m p o n e n t s . 

T h e w o r k o f t h e d r a w i n g o f f i c e , 
s i t u a t e d o n t h e f i r s t floor o f t h e 
r e s e a r c h b u i l d i n g , i s c a r r i e d o u t i n 
c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e d e s i g n 
s t a f f . W o r k i n g d r a w i n g s o f e v e r y 
c o m p o n e n t a r e p r e p a r e d h e r e b e f o r e 
a n y n e w c a r o r i m p r o v e d u n i t i s 
p u t i n t o p r o d u c t i o n . T h e a c t i v i t i e s 
o f t h i s d e p a r t m e n t m a y b e g a u g e d 
f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e d e s i g n o f 
e v e r y n e w m o d e l e n t a i l s t h e p r e 
p a r a t i o n o f s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d d r a w 
i n g s , m a n y o f w h i c h a r e e x t r e m e l y 
c o m p l i c a t e d . 

This device is used for investigating suspension systems, wheel 
movements, steering problems, etc., by reproducing rough road 

conditions 
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N o t e d & Q u o t e d 
G. S. DAVISON, our Midlands correspondent, reports events 

in the Car Country 

TH E M O T O R - M I N D E D M i d l a n d s a r e 
n o t t a k i n g a t a l l k i n d l y t o t h e 

a b o l i t i o n o f t h e b a s i c p e t r o l r a t i o n . 
T h i s d e l i b e r a t e l y m i l d o b s e r v a -

ANTI- t i o n m a y 
ABOLITIONISTS T k n o w t o 
a n y o t h e r p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y , b u t 
s i n c e m o t o r i n g a n d t h e M i d l a n d s 
a r e s y n o n y m o u s , i t i s w e l l , I f e e l , 
t o d r a w a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t t h a t 
t h e " b a s i c b a n " h a s a r o u s e d f e e l i n g 
a m o n g a l l c l a s s e s o f r o a d u s e r s t o 
a g r e a t e r e x t e n t t h a n a n y o t h e r 
e d i c t d u r i n g o r s i n c e t h e w a r . I a m 
n o t c o n c e r n e d h e r e w i t h a n y 
q u e s t i o n o f p o l i t i c s , o r w h e t h e r o r 
b y w h a t a l t e r n a t i v e m e a n s p e t r o l 
c o n s u m p t i o n i n t h i s c o u n t r y s h o u l d 
b e r e d u c e d . 

I d o n o t r e g a r d t h e s t a f f s o f 
R e g i o n a l P e t r o l e u m O f f i c e s a s 
b e i n g n e c e s s a r i l y fiendish t y p e s 
w h o t a k e a s a d i s t i c d e l i g h t i n a u t o 
m a t i c a l l y t u r n i n g d o w n e v e r y 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r " E " o r " S " c o u p o n s 
t h a t t h e y m a y r e c e i v e . I a m p r e 
p a r e d t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e y a r e 
a v e r a g e h u m a n b e i n g s t r y i n g t o d o 
t h e i r b e s t i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h 
s h o w m o r e t h a n a f e w s i g n s o f 
h a v i n g g o t b e y o n d t h e i r c o n t r o l . 

H a v i n g s a i d t h a t , I w i l l a d d t h a t 
t i e s p o n t a n e o u s g r o w t h o f " a n t i -
a b o l i t i o n " m o v e m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e M i d l a n d s d u r i n g t h e p a s t f e w 
w e e k s h a s b e e n a s t o n i s h i n g , a n d a 
s a l u t a r y i n d i c a t i o n o f w h a t p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n r e a l l y m e a n s . I n W o l v e r 
h a m p t o n , f o r e x a m p l e , m o r e t h a n 
a t h o u s a n d p e o p l e a t a p r o t e s t 
m e e t i n g i n t h e C i v i c H a l l d e c i d e d 
t o t e l e g r a p h t h e K i n g t h a t t h e y h a d 
c a l l e d o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o 
r e s i g n . 

T h a t i s t h e s o r t o f t h i n g y o u r 
a v e r a g e c i t i z e n d o e s n o t d o u n l s s 
h e f e e l s v e r y s t r o n g l y i n d e e d a b o u t 
s o m e t h i n g . 

A n d h e — t h e w h o l e t h o u s a n d o r 
s o o f h i m ( a n d h e r ) — c e r t a i n l y f e l t 
v e r y s t r o n g l y a b o u t t h e p e t r o l c u t . 
M r . J . B a i r d , M . P . f o r W o l v e r 
h a m p t o n E a s t , a n d M r . W i l l N a l l y , 
M P . f o r B i l s t o n , w e r e a m o n g t h e 
s p e a k e r s , a n d t h e y w e r e s u b j e c t e d 
t o c o n s i d e r a b l e o p p o s i t i o n a n d 
h e c k l i n g . T h e y w e r e b o o e d a s t h e y 
l e f t t h e m e e t i n g b e f o r e i t e n d e d . 

M r . A . E . H a r r o w b y , c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e B a s i c A b o l i t i o n P r o t e s t 
M o v e m e n t , d e c l a r e d c a r r i e d a 
r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g f o r t h e r e s t o r a 
t i o n o f t h e b a s i c p e t r o l r a t i o n . A n 
a d d e n d u m t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t n o 
l o n g e r r e p r e s e n t e d t h e w i s h e s o f 
t h e p e o p l e , a n d r e q u e s t i n g M r . 
A t t l e e t o r e s i g n a n d a d v i s e t h e 
K i n g t o d i s s o l v e P a r l i a m e n t , w a s 
d e c l a r e d c a r r i e d w i t h t h r e e d i s 
s e n t i e n t s . 

O t h e r m e e t i n g s h a v e b e e n h e l d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e M i d l a n d s , n o t a l l 
o f t h e m s p o n s o r e d b y t h e s a m e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

C o v e n t r y , f o r i n s t a n c e , h a s i t s 
S o c i e t y f o r t h e R e s t o r a t i o n o f 
B a s i c P e t r o l , w i t h a m e m b e r s h i p 
w h i c h h a s c o n s i d e r a b l y e x c e e d e d 
a t h o u s a n d i n l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a 
m o n t h . 

W h a t m a y b e t h e o u t c o m e o f a l l 
t h i s r e m a i n s t o b e s e e n , b u t vox 
populi i n t h e s e p a r t s s e e m s i n t e n t 
o n d o i n g m o r e t h a n r a i s i n g a f e w 
e c h o e s . 

W R I T I N G OF p e t r o l — b a s i c o r 
o t h e r w i s e — r e m i n d s m e o f 

w h a t m a y b e , p e r h a p s , a s t o r y 
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The LPL (Surrey) plate proclaims the car of L . P. Lord, Austin 
chairman and managing director. The picture catches him talking 

exports with Longbridge visitors 

t y p i c a l o f t h e s e d a y s o f f o r m -
SEASON OF f i l l i n g , 
GOODWILL SSjgg* 
a n d a l l t h e r e s t o f i t . 

D u r i n g t h e r e c e n t m u n i c i p a l 
e l e c t i o n s s p e c i a l s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
a l l o w a n c e s w e r e m a d e f o r t h o s e 
u s i n g c a r s f o r p o l i t i c a l c a m p a i g n i n g 
a n d t h e f e t c h i n g a n d c a r r y i n g o f 
v o t e r s t o a n d f r o m t h e p o l l i n g 
s t a t i o n s . F r o m a s o u r c e w h i c h I 
c e r t a i n l y h a v e n o r e a s o n t o d o u b t 
I h e a r o f t w o m o t o r i s t s w h o 
a p p l i e d f o r " e l e c t i o n s p e c i a l s " — • 
o n e s e t t i n g o u t h i s n e e d s f o r t w e l v e 
u n i t s a n d t h e o t h e r f o r n i n e . 

E a c h t h o u g h t t h a t F a t h e r C h r i s t 
m a s h a d p a i d a n e a r l y c a l l w h e n 
t h e P e t r o l e u m O f f i c e r e s p o n d e d t o 
t h e i r a p p e a l s , f o r o n e r e c e i v e d 1 2 0 
u n i t s a n d t h e o t h e r 9 0 ! 

I t i s r e a s o n a b l y e a s y t o s e e h o w 
a c l e r i c a l e r r o r a n d t h e g e n e r o u s 
b e s t o w a l o f a n o u g h t i n e a c h c a s e 
w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s o f f i c i a l 
m u n i f i c e n c e . B u t w h i l e t h i s m a k e s 
a s a r d o n i c a l s t o r y , o n e w o n d e r s 
j u s t h o w o f t e n s i m i l a r m i s t a k e s 
o c c u r ? 

TH E R E i s i n e v i t a b l y a " j a m 
t o - m o r r o w " f l a v o u r a b o u t 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s ' a n n o u n c e m e n t s o f 
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n e w m o d e l s n o w a d a y s . E v e n w h e n 
THE NEW a n e w c . a r

t
i s 

i u n r » F T « J s o i n g i n t o 
M O D E L S i m m e d i a t e 
f u l l p r o d u c t i o n , w e h a v e b e c o m e 
a c c u s t o m e d t o b e i n g t o l d t h a t t h e 
first s u p p l i e s a r e f o r e x p o r t , a n d i t 
w i l l b e s o m e t i m e b e f o r e t h e h o m e 
m o t o r i s t w i l l g e t h i s c h a n c e . T h i s 
s e e m s l i k e l y t o b e t h e c a s e w i t h t h e 
l a t e l y a n n o u n c e d n e w S i n g e r , 
w h i c h i t i s h o p e d w i l l b e i n f u l l 
p r o d u c t i o n b y t h e a u t u m n o f n e x t 
y e a r . 

D e t a i l s o f t h e c a r s o f a r r e l e a s e d 
s h o w t h a t i t i s a 5 - 6 - s e a t e r o f 
1 , 4 0 0 c . c . c a p a c i t y , w h i c h w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y r e p l a c e t h e S u p e r 1 0 
a n d 1 2 s a l o o n s n o w i n t h e m a k e r s ' 
p r o g r a m m e . T h u s , i t i s a f u r t h e r 
e x a m p l e o f t h e b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t o f 
t h e n e w t a x a t i o n b a s i s , w h i c h i s 
t e n d i n g t o d o a w a y w i t h t h e m u l t i 
p l i c i t y o f m o d e l s i n t h e l o w e r 
h o r s e - p o w e r g r o u p s . 

T h e e n g i n e i s o f t h e u s u a l S i n g e r 
o v e r h e a d c a m s h a f t t y p e , a n d a 
h i g h p e r f o r m a n c e i s p r o m i s e d . T h e 
c a r h a s v e r y u p - t o - d a t e b o d y l i n e s , 
a n d t h e b o x - t y p e c h a s s i s h a s 
i n d e p e n d e n t f r o n t s u s p e n s i o n . N o 
a n n o u n c e m e n t h a s y e t b e e n m a d e 
a s t o t h e p r o b a b l e p r i c e o f t h e n e w 
S i n g e r . 

ANOTHER N E W m o d e l j u s t 
a n n o u n c e d i s t h e l a t e s t H i l l 

m a n " M i n x , " w h o s e o u t s t a n d i n g 
f e a t u r e i s s y n c h r o m a t i c finger-tip 
HAIL THE g e a r - c h a n g e 
M I \ Y o p e r a t i o n , 
M l r N A c o n t r o l l e d 
b y a l e v e r o n t h e s t e e r i n g c o l u m n . 

T h i s n e w m e t h o d o f g e a r c h a n g e 
m a d e i t s a p p e a r a n c e r e c e n t l y o n 
t h e l a t e s t H u m b e r H a w k , t h e first 
t i m e i t h a d b e e n a p p l i e d t o a f o u r -
s p e e d g e a r b o x ; i t s a d o p t i o n f o r 
t h e H i l l m a n M i n x i s i t s first i n t r o 
d u c t i o n t o t h e s p e c i f i c a t i o n o f a 
l i g h t c a r . 

TH E A C C O M P A N Y I N G p h o t o g r a p h 
s h o w s P r i n c e A b d o r e z z a P a h -

l e v i , a b r o t h e r o f t h e S h a h o f 
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P e r s i a , a t t h e A u s t i n w o r k s a t 
L o n g b r i d g e , 

L P L 888 w i t h h i s a i d e 
D r . A s h i -

a n t i , M r . L . P . L o r d , A u s t i n ' s 
c h a i r m a n a n d m a n a g i n g d i r e c t o r , 
a n d M r . W . T . M c C r u m , o f t h e 
B r i t i s h C o u n c i l . 

T h e P r i n c e ' s v i s i t w a s a n i t e m i n 
t h e i t i n e r a r y o f a s h o r t t o u r o f 
B r i t i s h i n d u s t r y , a r r a n g e d b y t h e 
B r i t i s h C o u n c i l . I r a n i s v e r y m u c h 
o n t h e m a p o f t h e A u s t i n c o m p a n y ' s 
v i g o r o u s e x p o r t p o l i c y , a n d t h e 
v i s i t o r s h e r e a r e s h o w i n g a k e e n 
i n t e r e s t i n M r . L o r d ' s o w n c a r . 
I t w i l l b e n o t i c e d t h a t i t b e a r s M r . 
L o r d ' s i n i t i a l s o n i t s r e g i s t r a t i o n 
p l a t e , h a v i n g b e e n r e g i s t e r e d i n 
S u r r e y f o r t h i s s p e c i a l p u r p o s e . 

MU C H INTEREST h a s b e e n 
a r o u s e d b y t h e r e c e n t a p p o i n t 

m e n t o f M r . W . O . B e n t l e y t o a 
c o n s u l t a t i v e p o s t w i t h A r m s t r o n g 
W. O. BENTLEY'S S i d d e 1 e y 
F U T U R E u d I n r r e : 

c e n t y e a r s M r . B e n t l e y h a s b e e n 
c h i e f l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e L a g o n d a 
c o n c e r n , b u t h e s e v e r e d t h i s c o n 
n e c t i o n i n A u g u s t l a s t y e a r , 
w h e n t h e firm c e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n 
a n d i t s d e s i g n s w e r e s o l d t o t h e 
D a v i d B r o w n o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

B e f o r e t h a t , h o w e v e r , h e w a s 
f a m o u s a s j o i n t f o u n d e r , w i t h h i s 
b r o t h e r , o f t h e B e n t l e y c o n c e r n . 

E v e n e a r l i e r , a s m o t o r i s t s o f a n 
o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n m a y r e m e m b e r , 
W . O . B e n t l e y w a s a d e s i g n e r o f 
a e r o e n g i n e s w i t h t h e H u m b e r 
c o n c e r n . T h i s w a s d u r i n g t h e first 
W o r l d W a r . 

H i s n e w a p p o i n t m e n t s e e m s t o 
p r o m i s e s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g d e v e l o p 
m e n t s f r o m t h e A r m s t r o n g S i d -
d e l e y f a c t o r y , w h o s e g e n e r a l 
m a n a g e r h a s r e c e n t l y e m p h a s i z e d 
t h e n e e d f o r B r i t i s h m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
t o m a k e a s p e c i a l e f f o r t t o c h a l l e n g e 
A m e r i c a n c o m p e t i t i o n i n m o t o r c a r 
e n g i n e s o f t h e b i g g e r a n d h i g h e r 
p o w e r e d c l a s s . 
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W O M A J V AT THE mm 
By P A T H O W A R T H 

F R O M the theory of the basic ban, we have now 
passed on to the practice. There is a difference 

between the two. That's not surprising: there 
usually is. But no one I know has summed the 
matter up more pithily than my greengrocer, an 
upright man and a week-end motorist of rare 
passion. 

As H E c h i v v i e d a b u n c h o f o v e r 
r i p e b a n a n a s i n t o a b a g , h e 

m o u r n f u l l y t o l d m e t h a t h i s c a r h a d 
b e e n l a i d u p , i n s t r i c t a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e a d v i c e o f t h e m o t o r i n g 
j o u r n a l i s t s . H e p o i n t e d i n t o t h e 
H i g h S t r e e t . 

" B u t o t h e r s , " h e s a i d r a t h e r 
b i t t e r l y , " s e e m t o h a v e m a n a g e d 
i t . " 

H e w a s r i g h t . H i g h S t r e e t s e e m e d 
a l m o s t a s f u l l a s e v e r . 

" Y o u s e e , " h e w e n t o n , " h o n e s t y 
d o e s n ' t p a y a s i t u s e d t o i n t h e o l d 
d a y s . M y n e x t d o o r n e i g h b o u r s — 
t h e y ' v e g o t a s p e c i a l r a t i o n o f 
p e t r o l o n t h e g r o u n d s t h a t t h e y a r e 
t o o f e e b l e t o g e t t o t h e s h o p s u n d e r 
t h e i r o w n s t e a m . T h e y ' r e a s fit a s I 
a m . A n o t h e r c h a p r o u n d t h e c o r n e r 
g o t t h r e e g a l l o n s a w e e k b y s a y i n g 
t h a t h e w o u l d b e a v a i l a b l e i f 
a n y b o d y n e e d e d t o b e t a k e n t o 
h o s p i t a l . O t h e r s , t h e y t e l l m e , h a v e 
g o t a n i s s u e f o r a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h 
o r b y p r e t e n d i n g t h e y t a k e t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n t o s c h o o l . 

" A n d i t w o u l d b e a l l v e r y n i c e i f 
t h e y r e a l l y d i d w a n t t h e p e t r o l f o r 
t h e s e p u r p o s e s . B u t t h e y d o n ' t — n o 
m o r e t h a n I d o . S o t h e y g e t a w a y 
w i t h i t . B u t t h o s e o f u s w h o ' r e 
h o n e s t g e t n o t h i n g . I t s e e m s t o m e 
t h a t i t ' s a l w a y s t h e s a m e w i t h 
r e g u l a t i o n s . . . " H e p a u s e d . 

" . . . W h e n d o y o u t h i n k t h e 
b a s i c w i l l c o m e b a c k ? " 

T h e g r e e n g r o c e r , I t h i n k , i s o n 
t h e m a r k . I f p e t r o l i s t o b e d i s h e d 
o u t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h r u l e s o f 
t h u m b , i t i s t h e d e c e n t t y p e s w h o 
w i l l p l a y t h e g a m e a n d g e t n o t h i n g . 
N o F o r m w a s e v e r i n v e n t e d , n o 
C i v i l S e r v a n t e v e r g o t b o r n t h a t 
c o u l d d e c i d e b e t w e e n t h e j u s t a n d 
t h e u n j u s t . 

T h e r e a l w a y s s e e m s t o b e a 
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e l e t t e r o f t h e 
F o r m a n d t h e s p i r i t u n d e r l y i n g i t . 
I f t h a t w e r e n o t s o , e v e r y w o m a n ' s 
m a r r i a g e " l i n e s " w o u l d b e a 
r o m a n t i c n o v e l ; a s i t i s t h e y ' r e n o t 
e v e n e n t e r t a i n i n g r e a d i n g . 

N o w t h e r e w o u l d b e s o m e h o p e 
f o r F o r m s i f a c o m m i t t e e o f w o m e n 
c o u l d r e v i s e t h e c o l d q u e s t i o n a n d 
a n s w e r o f t h e m a r r i a g e c e r t i f i c a t e 
a n d g e t a b i t o f f e e l i n g i n t o i t . 

* * • 

IT ' S i m p o s s i b l e t o g u e s s t h e t o t a l 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e w h o h a v e 

b e e n h a r d h i t b y t h e a b o l i t i o n o f 
t h e b a s i c r a t i o n — r e a l l y h a r d h i t , 
t h a t i s , i n t h e s e n s e t h a t t h e y h a v e 
e i t h e r l o s t t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d o r s e e n 
i t w o r s e n e d . I ' m t o l d t h a t m a n y 
s m a l l S c h o o l s o f M o t o r i n g h a v e 
c l o s e d d o w n a l t o g e t h e r a n d m a n y 
g a r a g e a n d filling s t a t i o n o w n e r s 
a r e b e a r i n g l o s s e s b y k e e p i n g o n 
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t h e i r s t a f f s u n t i l p e t r o l c o m e s b a c k . 
T h e n t h e r e a r e t h e h o t e l a n d c a f e 

o w n e r s . S o f a r t h e r e i s n o s i g n t h a t 
t h e b a s i c w i l l b e b a c k i n a f e w 
m o n t h s , a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e a f e w 
o p t i m i s t i c r u m o u r s t h a t t h e G o v e r n 
m e n t w i l l d o s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t i n 
t h e l a t e s p r i n g . A n d i f p r i v a t e 
m o t o r i n g i s s t i l l o f f n e x t s u m m e r , 
t h e h o t e l t r a d e w i l l l o s e h a l f t h e i r 
i n c o m e . 

N o w o n d e r , t h e n , t h a t t h e r e i s a 
m o v e m e n t i n t h e t r a d e t o u r g e t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o a d o p t a s c h e m e f o r 
i s s u i n g " H " - f o r - h o l i d a y p e t r o l 
c o u p o n s . 

T h e i d e a c o m e s f r o m t h e Y a r 
m o u t h a n d G o r l c s t o n H o t e l a n d 
B o a r d i n g H o u s e A s s o c i a t i o n , w h o 
h a v e d r a w n u p a r e s o l u t i o n f o r 
s u b m i s s i o n t o t h e B o a r d o f T r a d e , 
t h e M i n i s t e r o f T r a n s p o r t , a n d t h e 
M i n i s t e r o f F u e l a n d P o w e r . T h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n s u g g e s t s t h a t m o t o r i s t s 
s h o u l d b e a s k e d t o p r o v e t h e y w a n t 
t h e c o u p o n s f o r " b o n a fide h o l i d a y 
p u r p o s e s " m e r e l y b y p r o d u c i n g 
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w r i t t e n c o n f i r m a t i o n o f t h e i r s e a 
s i d e h o t e l b o o k i n g s , a l o n g w i t h 
e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e y p r o p o s e t o c a r r y 
a f u l l c a r l o a d o f p a s s e n g e r s . T h e n 
( t h e Y a r m o u t h h o t e l i e r s s a y ) t h e 
r o a d m i l e a g e s c o u l d b e c a l c u l a t e d 
a n d c o u p o n s i s s u e d , w i t h a g a l l o n 
o r t w o t o s p a r e t o p r o v i d e f o r 
e m e r g e n c y . 

S e v e r a l d i f f i c u l t i e s c o m e i m m e 
d i a t e l y t o m i n d , t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
f r o m t h e m o t o r i s t ' s p o i n t o f v i e w 
b e i n g t h e f a c t t h a t o n c e a c a r i s l a i d 
u p i t m i g h t s e e m a d o u b t f u l b l e s 
s i n g t o b e a b l e t o m o b i l i z e i t f o r a 
f o r t n i g h t o r s o . B u t t h e Y a r m o u t h 
p r o p o s a l i n c l u d e s a s u g g e s t i o n t h a t 
t h r e e m o n t h s ' r o a d f u n d l i c e n c e s b e 
i s s u e d a n d t h a t a r e b a t e b e p a i d 
w h e n t h e c a r i s t a k e n o f f t h e r o a d 
a g a i n . 

A n o t h e r o b j e c t i o n , w h i c h t h e 
m o t o r i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e l i k e l y 
t o g i v e w e i g h t t o , i s t h a t i n n e g o 
t i a t i n g f o r t h e r e t u r n o f t h e b a s i c 
r a t i o n i n f u l l i t w o u l d b e w e a k 
t a c t i c s t o a i m l o w e r t h a n t h e t a r g e t . 

Three British personalities—Patricia Roc, Rosamond John, and a 
Minx—whom the Rank Organization have filmed for export. In 

future, British films will show British cars 
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I n o t h e r w o r d s , i t i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e 
i f t h e A . A . a n d t h e R . A . C . s h o u l d 
c h o o s e n o t t o a s s o c i a t e t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h a n e x t r e m e l y o n e - s i d e d c o m 
p r o m i s e . I n r o u n d - t a b l e b a r g a i n i n g , 
n o t h i n g i s t o b e g a i n e d t h a t w a y . 

I n d e e d , w e m i g h t s u m u p t h a t 
t h e Y a r m o u t h c a m p a i g n i s l i k e l y 
t o s u i t t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e h o t e l i e r s 
a n d c a t e r e r s r a t h e r b e t t e r t h a n i t 
s u i t s t h e i m m o b i l i z e d m o t o r i s t . 

B u t t h e f a c t i s u n d e n i a b l e t h a t 
t h e " H " - f o r - h o l i d a y p e t r o l s c h e m e , 
a l t h o u g h a v e r y p o o r s e c o n d b e s t , 
s e e m s t o m e a s e c o n d b e s t w o r t h 
h a v i n g . W o m e n w i t h y o u n g f a m i l i e s 
a r e l o o k i n g a h e a d t o n e x t s u m m e r ' s 
h o l i d a y s w i t h d e e p m i s g i v i n g , f o r 
o n t h e s e o c c a s i o n s a c a r i s a n e c e s 
s i t y . ( O n l y m e n d r a w a firm d i s t i n c 
t i o n b e t w e e n n e c e s s i t i e s a n d c o n 
v e n i e n c e s : f o r w o m e n a c o n v e n i 
e n c e i s f o r a l l p r a c t i c a l p u r p o s e s 
t h e s a m e a s a n e c e s s i t y . F o r 
e x a m p l e : a l t h o u g h a c a r p e t c a n b e 
c l e a n e d o n h a n d s a n d k n e e s w i t h a 
b r u s h , a v a c u u m c l e a n e r i s n e v e r 
t h e l e s s a d o m e s t i c n e c e s s i t y . ) 

I n t h e c o m p l e t e a b s e n c e o f 
p r i v a t e m o t o r i n g n e x t s u m m e r , 
f a m i l y h o l i d a y s a r e g o i n g t o b e a 
f o r m i d a b l e t o r t u r e . F r o m w h a t w e 
s a w o f t h e r a i l w a y s a t w o r k d u r i n g 
s u m m e r 1 9 4 7 , t h e r e i s n o r e a s o n t o 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h e m a i n l i n e s w i l l b e 
a b l e t o b e a r t h e e x t r a t r a f f i c t h a t i s 
l i k e l y t o m a k e f o r t h e s e a s i d e 
r e s o r t s i n 1 9 4 8 . A n d , m a r k y o u , i t 
l o o k s l i k e b e i n g e n t i r e l y i n t e r n a l 
t r a f f i c , f o r t h e r e s s e m s t o b e n o 
m o r e c h a n c e t h a t t h e b a n o n f o r e i g n 
t r a v e l w i l l b e l i f t e d t h a n t h e b a s i c 
b a n . 

W h a t , t h e n , d o e s t h e G o v e r n 
m e n t f e e l a b o u t t h e h o l i d a y s o f t h e 
p e o p l e ? A r e t h e y t o b e m a d e 
p o s s i b l e ? O r a r e f a m i l i e s t o s t a y a t 
h o m e a n d b e c o n t e n t w i t h b r i d g e 
p a r t i e s a t t h e n e i g h b o u r s ? 

F o r m y s e l f , I e a r n e s t l y h o p e t h a t 
i n g o o d t i m e t h e b a s i c w i l l b e 
r e s t o r e d . B u t i f t h a t i s c o n s i d e r e d 
i m p o s s i b l e T s h a l l h o p e t h a t t h e 
M i n i s t e r s w i l l n o t l i g h t l y r u l e o u t 

t h e s u g g e s t i o n m a d e i n Y a r m o u t h . 
O t h e r w i s e , t h e H o w a r t h s f a c e 1 9 4 8 
w i t h a g l u m n e s s t h a t d e f i e s 
d e s c r i p t i o n . 

* » * 
BR I T I S H c a r m a n u f a c t u r e r s , i t 

s e e m s , h a v e n ' t y e t finished 
l e a r n i n g w h a t t h e o v e r s e a s c u s 
t o m e r e x p e c t s f r o m h i s c a r . W e 
k n o w t h a t e a s t o f A d e n t h e y a s k 
f o r l a r g e l u g g a g e b o o t s , r o o m y 
b o d i e s , h i g h h o r s e - p o w e r s , g o o d 
g r o u n d c l e a r a n c e , e t c . , e t c . ; b u t 
f a r n e a r e r t o B r i t a i n t h a n t h a t a 
c a r m u s t h a v e q u a l i t i e s t h a t n o o n e 
h a s s o f a r t h o u g h t o f . 

A t a n y r a t e , t h a t ' s w h a t m u s t b e 
i n f e r r e d f r o m a c h o i c e n e w s i t e m 
f r o m B e i r u t . 1 q u o t e : 

"Two Arab chauffeurs, Ali Mobarak 
and Mustapha el-Ali, are lying seriously 
injured in a Beirut hospital as a result of 
an unusual duel. After an argument about 
the respective powers of their American 
cars they met outside the City by arrange
ment and drove their cars at one another 
at 60 m.p.h. from a distance of 250 yards, 
while their seconds watched." 

T h e p a r a g r a p h i s i l l u m i n a t i n g , 
y e t t a n t a l i z i n g . I t i l l u m i n a t e s t h e 
o l d a x i o m t h a t t h e O r i e n t a l t r e a t s 
h i s m a c h i n e r y s o m e w h a t s c u r v i l y , 
t h a t h e l i g h t - h e a r t e d l y l o a d s u p 
u n t i l t h e s p r i n g s g i v e . B u t i t 
t a n t a l i z e s b e c a u s e w e l e a r n n o t h i n g 
a b o u t t h e n a t u r e q f t h e a r g u m e n t 
t h a t l e d t o t h e h e a d - o n c r a s h . 

W e ' v e a l l h e a r d a n d t a k e n p a r t 
i n w r a n g l e s a b o u t , t h e m e r i t o f t h i s 
c a r a n d t h a t . W e ' v e a l l s e e n t h e 
s p o r t y t y p e s p a s s o u t o f t h e h o u s e , 
w i t h j a w s t e r n l y s e t , t o p u t t h e i r 
a r g u m e n t t o t h e t e s t o n t h e r o a d . 
B u t ( I h a z a r d ) n o n e o f u s h a s e v e r 
b e f o r e h e a r d o f t h e a r g u m e n t s 
b e i n g s e t t l e d i n t h i s O r i e n t a l 
f a s h i o n b y s m a s h i n g u p b o t h c a r s . 

I ' m s t i l l w o n d e r i n g w h a t e x a c t l y 
t h e h e a d - o n d u e l w a s s u p p o s e d t o 
p r o v e . A n d w h o w o n — A l i M o b a r a k 
o r M u s t a p h a e l - A I i ? . . . I h o p e 
s o m e s a t i s f a c t o r y v e r d i c t w a s 
r e a c h e d , i f o n l y t o c o n s o l e t h e t w o 
c h a u f f e u r s f o r t h e i r i n j u r i e s — a n d , 
p r e s u m a b l y , f o r t h e l o s s o f t h e i r 
j o b s . 
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By JOHN R E E D 

IT is commonly argued, on good grounds, that 
nowadays a young Morris could no longer start 

with a bicycle repair shop and end at the head of 
an immense enterprise like the Nuffield Organiza
tion. Nor, perhaps, could a second Percival Perry 
risk £500 to become a distributor and go on to build 
another Dagenham. 

But despite all the difficulties and discourage
ments new men are forcing their way into the field 
of British car manufacture. 

ON E o f t h e m i s S q u a d r o n -
L e a d e r J a m e s B o o t h b y , 

D . F . C . , w h o m a k e s t h e J . B . M . , a 
s p o r t s a n d r a c i n g m o d e l o f a t y p e 
t h a t B r i t a i n h a s a l w a y s t u r n e d o u t 
w i t h p e c u l i a r s u c c e s s . 

I n c o n v e r t e d f a r m b u i l d i n g s a t 
H o r l e y , j u s t o f f t h e L o n d o n -
B r i g h t o n r o a d , h i s t e a m o f w o r k 
m e n w o r k s u p t o s i x t e e n h o u r s a 
d a y t o p r o d u c e a c a r w h i c h h a s a 
p o w e r / w e i g h t r a t i o c o m p a r i n g v e r y 
f a v o u r a b l y w i t h a n y t h i n g a t p r e s e n t 
a v a i l a b l e . 

A r e a l l y g o o d p o w e r / w e i g h t r a t i o 
h a s n o t b e e n a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
e v e r y B r i t i s h s p o r t s c a r i n t h e p a s t . 
O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , m u c h e x p e r i 
m e n t i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n w a s m a d e i n 
m a n y E u r o p e a n w o r k s h o p s b e f o r e 
t h e w a r , n o t a b l y i n F r a n c e a n d 
G e r m a n y , w h e r e t h e a i m w a s t o 
i m p r o v e t h e r a t i o n o t b y i n c r e a s i n g 
t h e s i z e o f t h e e n g i n e o r f o r t h a t 
m a t t e r b y r e d u c i n g t h e s i z e o f t h e 
b o d y , b u t b y g e t t i n g a n a l l - r o u n d 
s a v i n g i n t h e a m o u n t o f m e t a l 
u s e d . 

T h i s i s t h e p r i n c i p l e w h i c h J a m e s 
B o o t h b y M o t o r s , L t d . , h a v e a p 
p l i e d t o t h e i r m o d e l . T h e b o d y 
w o r k i s m a d e u p o f a w e l d e d - s t e e l 

t u b e f r a m e w i t h s t r e s s e d s k i n 
c o v e r i n g , a n d t h e t o t a l w e i g h t o f 
t h e c a r i s o n l y 1 7 | c w t . I t i s b u i l t 
o n a s t r i p p e d F o r d V 8 c h a s s i s . 

F e a t u r e s o f t h e p o w e r u n i t h a v e 
b e e n d e s i g n e d t o r e d u c e o v e r 
h e a t i n g w h e n t h e e n g i n e i s p e r f o r m 
i n g a t c o n s i s t e n t l y h i g h s p e e d o n a 
l o n g r u n . T o a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t 
t h i s o b j e c t h a s b e e n a c h i e v e d . B y 
r e d u c i n g b a c k p r e s s u r e t h e t e m 
p e r a t u r e a t t r o u b l e s p o t s o v e r 
c y l i n d e r s N o s . 2 a n d 3 , a n d 6 a n d 7 
i s b r o u g h t d o w n b y 2 0 d e g r e e s . 
T h e m o d i f i e d 3 , 6 2 2 c . c . M e r c u r y 
e n g i n e h a s a n o u t p u t o f b e t w e e n 
1 1 5 a n d 1 2 0 b . h . p . , w h i c h c a n b e 
s t e p p e d u p b y fitting a s p e c i a 
m a n i f o l d w i t h f o u r c a r b u r e t t o r s 
( w i t h a c o n s e q u e n t l o s s i n m . p . g . ) . 

A l t h o u g h t h e p r o t o t y p e h a s b e e n 
s e e n a t a n u m b e r o f m e e t i n g s d u r i n g 
1 9 4 7 a n d s h o w e d u p f a v o u r a b l y 
a g a i n s t c o m p a r a b l e c a r s , i t i s 
d e s i g n e d p r i m a r i l y a s a r o a d p l u s 
s p o r t s r a c i n g j o b . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 
i s a l a r g e l o c k e r a b o v e t h e t w o 
p e t r o l t a n k s w h i c h w i l l t a k e b a l l a s t 
i f n e c e s s a r y . N o r m a l l y t h i s c o n t a i n s 
a s p a r e w h e e l a n d b a g g a g e ; t h e r e 
i s r o o m f o r f u r t h e r b a g g a g e b e h i n d 
t h e s e a t s a n d i n a t a i l l o c k e r . 
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